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THE  Second  Part  of  this  Relation^ 
written  by  the  late  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  being  very  large,  and  confift- 
ing  chiefly  of  the  feveral  forged  Letters, 
and  other  Papers  of  Totmgs,  in  the 
many  Villanies  he  was  detefted  of ;  it 
was  thought  fufficient,  rather  than  tire 
the  Reader  with  the  Relation  at  large, 
to  extra  ft  fome  remarkable  Paffages  ouc 
of  it  by  way  of  Preface. 

As  to  a  Difcovery  of  the  while  Plot  and 
Contrivance  againft  my felf  and  other  sj  have 
been  able  to  penetrate  no  farther  yetj  than  to 
find  that  it  was  hatch* d  and  ripen  d  /rcNeW- 
gate,  wherever  it  was  fir  ft  laid  or  dejignd. 

Of  the  Managers  or  Abettors  of  it,  there 
are  but  very  few  hitherto  come  to  my  Know* 
ledge :  Tho  no  doubt  there  are  more  (till 
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behind  the  Curtain.  And  many  other  honefl 
Men  in  all  likelihood  had  been  accufed  af* 
ter  the  fame  manner^  had  this  firft  At- 
tempt taken  Effett. 

For  how  can  it  be  imagined  they  would 
only  have  introduced  the  good  Archbt/hop 
Bancroft,  and  the  poor  Bijhop  of  Roche^ 
fter,  and, joining  us  with  three  or  four  Per* 
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fon  of  this  Defeft,  but  the  fame  for  which 
the  Romans  bad  for  feme  A^es  no  Laws 
againft  Parricides ;  that  is,  That  the  An~ 
dent  Simplicity  andGemrofity  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  'Nation  did  never  imagine  any  tng- 
li(h  Men  could  fojjibly  be  Guilty  of  Jucb 
Diabolical  Wickednefs,  as  to  turn  Accufers 
for  the  fake  ofAccu/ing,  and  in  Cold  Blood, 
by  Perjury,  to  deftroy  Innocent  Men,  to 
whom  they  were  utter  Strangers,  and  who 
had  never  in  the  leaft  provoked  them. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  That  this  was 
the  Caufe  why  our  Country  has  been  hither- 
to Deficient  in  Laws  of  this  kind,  at  leaft 
Jince  the  Conquefi. 

But  if  we  confider  the  different  Degrees 
of  the  Offences  tkemjelves,  how  can  it  poj/i* 
bly  be  thought  a  Crime  of  the  fame  Magni- 
tude, to  faear  a  Man  fal/ly  out  of  a  Part, 
(a  fmatt  Part  perhaps)  of  his  Goods  and  E* 
ftate,  as  to  fwear  him  falfly  out  of  his  Life, 
his  Honour,  his  very  Name,  as  well  as  his 
whole  Eftate,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  High  Trea* 
fon  ?  Tet,  by  all  our  Laws  now  in  Being 
(if  I  am  not  mi/in f or md)  the  Penalties  of 
thefe  greatefl  of  Perjuries  are  not  much 
heavier  than  thofe  which  are  inflicJed  for 
the  leaft.  And 


The  PREFACE. 

And  what  Temptation  muft  this  be  to 
Forfwearers,in  Matters  of  State  especially, 
when  the  Re  ward  is  like  to  be  conjiderable, 
if  they  cany  their  Point  jo  far  as  to  have 
their  'Falfe  Plots  believed  to  be  Real ;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Penalties  cannot  by 
Law  be  very  grievous,  Jbould  they  bedeteft* 
ed  of  Swearing  to  Plots  mofl  impudently 
Falfe  ?  Efpecially  conjidering,  that  fuch  in* 
famous  Per  Jons,  knowing  they  are  fafefrom 
extraordinary  Punijhment,  particularly  from 
Punijhment  by  Death,  have  ufually  no  great 
Dread  of  the  Shame,or  Pain  of  the  Ordinary 
ones,  fuch  as  Pilloring  and  the  like;  as  having 
perhaps  been  often  inured  to  them  before. 

Or  what  would  it  have  availed  Me,  or  my 
Family,  in  this  World  at  leaft,Jbould  I  have 
died, as  Guilty  ofTreafin,  by  this  Villains 
Falfe  Testimony,  if  afterwards,  upon  the 
Dett'tfion  of  his  Perjury  (as  I  am  perfuaded 
Cod  would  not  have  fuffered fo  horrid  a  Vtl- 
lany  to  proffer,  or  remain  long  undifcoveSd) 
I  fay  what  great  Comfort  or  Compenfation 
had  it  been  to  my  Family,  and  my  Friends, 
if,  after  my  unjuft  Execution,  they  had 
beard  that  the  wicked  Author  of  it  had  flood 
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once  more  in  the  Pillory,  and  perhaps  loft  the 
Tip  of  his  Ear  ? 

Wherefore  may  it  not  well  become  the 
Prudence  of  our  Lawgivers,  upon  Occajion 
of  fo  Notorious  an  Inflance,  together  with 
feme  others  within  our  Memories,  to  Review, 
once  for  all,  the  Laws  now  in  force  again  ft 
Forgery  and  Perjury  ?  And  then  to  adjuft 
the  diftinS  Punifhments  a  little  more  pro* 
fortionably  to  the  different  Guilt,  and  the 
federal  Degrees  of  thefe  Crimes ;  for  the 
Future,  I  mean:  God  forbid  I  Jhould  pro- 
pofe,  that  any  fetch  Law  Jhould  have  a  Re* 
trofpeft,  even  upon  Blackhead  or  Young. 

But  I  prefume  to  urge  this  the  rather  at 
this  time,  becaufe  of  the  common  Saying, 
That  ill  Manners  make  good  Laws : 
that  is,  (as  I  under ftand  the  Proverb)  they 
render  the  making  of  them  to  be  neceffary. 
And  if  this  be  true,  perhaps  there  was  never 
yet  any  one  Age  Jince  the  Englifh  were  a 
Nation,  when  the  ill  Manners  ofFalfe  Wit* 
mffes,  their  frequent  Subornations,  Perju* 
ries9  and  Forgeries,  have  more  defervd  to 
be  Rtflraind  by  fome  good  New  Laws,  than 
this  very  Age  wherein  we  live. 

A  RE- 


RELATION 


Of  the  Late 
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phen Biackhead  and  Robert  Toung  a- 
gainft  the  Lives  of  lev  era  1  Perlbns, 
by  Forging  an  Aflbciation  under 
their  Hands, 


Think  it  becomes  me,  as  a  Duty 
which  I  owe  to  my  Country,  and 
to  the  Character  I  have  the  un- 
deferved  Honour  to  bear  in  the 
Church,  to  give  the  World  fome 
Account,  how  my  Innocency  was 
clear'd  from  the  late  Wicked  Contrivance  againft 
me  :  In  hopes  that  this  Example  of  a  falfe  Plot 
fo  manifeftly  detected,  may  be,  in  fomc  fort, 
beneficial  to  the  whole  Nuion  on  the  like  Oc- 
cafions  for  the  future:  However,  that  the  Ene- 
mies of  the  Church  may  have  no  Reafcn  to  call 
any  Blemifh  upon  it,  from  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of 
my  Guilt:  And  that  this  faithful  Memorial 
may  remain  as  a  poor  Monument  of  my  own 
B  Gra- 
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Gratitude  to  Almighty  GOD,  to  whofe  imme- 
diate Proteftion  I  cannot  but  attribute  this  ex- 
traordinary Prefervation, 

Perbars  my  Reader,  at  fir  ft  view,  will  look 
on  this  Relation,  as  too  much  loaded  with  fmall 
Particularities  ^  fuch  as  he  may  judge  fcarce  worth 
my  remembring,  or  his  knowing:  But  he  will 
pardon  me,  if  I  prefumethat  nothing  in  this  whole 
Affair  ought  to  appear  Tittle,  or  inconfiderable,  to 
meat  leaft,  who  was  fo  neaily  concern'd  in  the 
Event  of  it. 

I  have  therefore  made  no  fcrupleto  difcharge 
my  weak  Memory  of  all  it  could  retain  of  this 
Matter  ;  Nor  have  I  willingly  omitted  any  Thing, 
though  never  fo  minute,  which  I  thought  might 
ferve  to  fix  this  wonderful  Mercy  of  GOD  the 
more  on  my  own  Mind  }  or  did  any  way  con- 
duce to  the  faving  of  divers  other  innocent  Per- 
fons  Lives,  as  well  as  mine. 

I  cannot  indeed  promife,  that  I  fhall  accurate- 
ly repeat  every  Word  or  Expreflion,  that  fell  from 
all  the  Parties  here  mentioned :  Or  that  I  fhall 
put  all  down  in  the  very  fame  Order,  as  it  was  v 
fpoken,  having  not  had  the  Opportunity  to  take 
Notes  of  every  thing  as  it  pafs'd.  But  this  1  will 
fay  ^  if  I  (hall  not  be  able  to  relate  all  the  Truth, 
yet  I  will  omit  nothing  that  is  Material :  1  will  as 
carefully,  as  if  I  were  upon  my  Oath,  give  in  all 
the  Truth  I  can  remember,  and  nothing  but  the 
Truth. 

What  I  write  I  intend  dull  confift  of  a  Nar- 
rative of  the  plain  Matter  of  Fad  from  my  firft 
being  taken  into  Cuftody,  May  the  7th,  to  the 
time  of  my  laft  Difmiff\onjune  the  i3th. 

For  the  Truth  of  the  Subftance  of  what  I  (hall 
recoiled  on  this  Head ,  I  am  bold  to  appeal 
to  the  Memories  of  thofe  Honourable  LORDS 
of  the  Council,  by  whom  I  was  thrice  Examin'd. 

It 


(3  ) 

It  was  on  Saturday  the  feventh  of  May  of  this 
prefent  Year  1692.  in  the  Evening,  as  I  was 
walking  in  the  Orchard  at  Bromeley.  Mediating 
on  fomething  I  defigu'd  to  Preach  the  next  Day  •, 
that  I  faw  a  Coach  and  four  Horfes  flop  at  the 
outer  Gate,  out  of  which  two  Perfons-alighted. 
Immediately  1  went  towards  them,  believing  they 
were  fome  of  my  Friends,  coming  to  give  me  a 
Vilit.  By  that  time  I  was  got  to  the  Gate,  they 
were  enter'd  into  the  Hall:  But  feeing  me  haft- 
ning  to  them,  they  turn'd,  and  met  me  about 
the  middle  of  the  Court.  The  Chief  of  them 
perceiving  me  to  look  wiftly  on  them,  as  being 
altogether  Strangers  to  me,  faid,  My  Lord,  Per- 
haps you  do  not  know  me.  Afy  N*me  is  Dy  ve,  I  urn 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  here  is  snt  of  the  Kino's 
JMeffengers.  I  am  forry  I  am  fent  on  this  Errand. 
But  I  am  come  to  Arrcft  you  upcn  fufyicion  of  H>ffh 
T  eafon. 

Sir,  faid  I,  I  fuppofe  you  have  a  Warrant  for 
fo  doing*,  I  pray  let  me  fee  it.  He  fhew'd  it 
me.  I  read  it  ^  and  the  firft  Name  I  lighted  on 
being  the  Eirl  of  Nottingham's  ^  I  laid,  Sir,  I 
believe  this  is  my  Lord  Nott'.nghani*  own  Hand, 
and  1  fubmir.  What  are  your  Orders  how  to 
difpofe  of  me?  My  Lord,  faid  he,  /  mvft  fi-ft 
fearch  your  Perfon,  and  demand  the  Keys  you  have 
about  you  My  Keys  I  prefently  gave  him.  He 
fearch'd  my  Pockets-,  and  found  no  Papers,  but 
fome  poor  Notes  of  a  Sermon,  and  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  B  Fa'rfav  about  ordinary  Bufinefs. 

Now,  fays  he,  My  Lord,  I  muft  require  to  fee 
the  Ro?ms  to  wh'ch  thefe  Key;  belong,  and  all  tht 
Places  in  th:  Ho  >fe,  w':ere  you  have  any  Papers  Of 
Books.  I  ftraight  conduced  him  up  Stairs  into 
my  Study.  Thi?,  Sir,  faid  I,  is  the  only  Cham- 
ber where  I  keep  all  the  Books  and  Papers  I 
have  ia  the  Houfe.  They  began  to  Search,  and 
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with  great  readinefs  turn'd  over  every  thing  in 
the  Room,  and  Clofets,  and  Prelles,  making  e- 
very  Book  by  the  Cover,  opening  every  part 
of  a  Chelr,  of  Drawers,  where  were  many  Pa- 
pers, particularly  fome  Bundles  ofSeimons^ 
which,  I  told  them  were  my  proper  Tools  j 
and  that  all  that  knew  me,  could  Vouch  for 
me,  it  was  not  my  Cuftom  to  have  any  Trea- 
fon  in  them.  They  read  feveral  of  the  Texts, 
and  left  them  where  they  found  them.  But  in 
one  corner  of  a  Prefs,  which  was  half  open, 
they  met  with  a  great  number  of  Letters  filed 
up.  I  afr.;r'd  them  they  were  only  Matters  of 
ufuil  Friendly  Correfpoudence,  and  moil  of  them 
were  of  laft  Years  date.  Mr.  Dyve  looking  on 
fome  of  them,  found  them  to  be  fo^  and  faid, 
Jf  he  had  time  to  view  them  all,  he  n.jffht^  perhaps^ 
fee  reafo-i  to  leave  the'/,  behind;  But  be  tig  exprefly 
Commanded  to  bring  all  Letters^  he  mi* ft  itt  ry  them 
with  him  I  left  him  to  do  as  he  plea  feel  ^  fo 
they  feal'd  them  up. 

Then  they  went  into  my  Bedchamber,  and 
the  Clofets  adjoining,  doing  as  they  rud  done 
in  my  Study,  feeling  about  the  Bed  and  Hang- 
ings, and  knocking  the  Wainfcot  in  feveral  pla- 
ces, to  fee  if  there  were  any  private  Hole,  or 
Secret  Conveyance. 

After,  they  came  down  Stairs,  and  fearch'd  the 
Parlour  and  Drawing-Room  on  that  fide  of  the 
Honfe  with  the  like  ex-idnefs.  In  all  thefe 
Rooms  I  obferv'd  they  very  carefully  pryed  into 
every  part  of  the  Chimneys  •,  the  Melfenger 
putting  his  Hand  into  every  Flower  Pot :  Which 
I  then  fomewhat  fmiled  at  :  But  fince  I  found 
he  had  but  too  much  Reafon  fo  to  do. 

When   they  had  done  fearching   in    all  thofe 
Rooms,  and  in  the  Hall  as  they  were  going  cut, 
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and  had  taken  with  them  what  Papers  they 
thought  fici  they  carry'd  me  away  in  the  Coach 
that  brought  them.  By  the  way  we  met  my 
Servant  Mr.  Moor  coming  from  London.  I  call'd 
out  to  him,  have  you  any  Letters  for  me?  He. 
gave  me  three  or  four,  which  I  deli  vet 'd  to  Mr. 
Dy-jt  to  open:  Who  found  nothing  in  them, 
but  Matters  of  private  Concernment,  or  ordinary 
News.  And  fo,  between  Ten  and  Eleven  at 
Night,  we  arrived  at  Whitehall,  and  1  was 
brought  to  my  Lord  Nottingh.itny  whom  I  found 
alone  in"  his  Office. 

My  Lord,  fiid  I,  I  am  come  upon  your  War- 
rant; but  certainly  there  mult  be  ibme  great 
Miftake,  or  black  Villany  in  this  Bufinefs.  For 
1  declare,  as  in  the  Prefence  of  God,  I  am  abfo- 
Intely  free  from  any  juft  Accufition  relating  to 
the  Government.  His  Lord  (hip  told  me,  He 
himfelf  TTJS  much  fnrprtz.ed  rrhen  he  heard  my  l^s.me 
mention  d.  I  intreated  him  I  might  be  examined 
thu  Night,  if  any  Witnefles  could  be  produced 
againft  me.  He  fa  id,  That  could  net  pojjlbly  be* 
becaufe  the  Lords^  who  had  the  Management  of  futh 
j4jfa>rs^  were  feparated,  and  gone  Home  :  But  that 
I  mas  to  appear  before  them  the  next  Day  5  and,  In 
the  mean  time,  all  the  Ciulity  fiovld  be  JJiewn  met 
that  could  be  expelled  by  a  Alan  in  my  Condition. 

My  Lord ,  laid  I,  I  hope,  it  being  fo  very 
late,  you  will  fuffer  me  to  lie  at  my  own  Houfe 
at  Weftminfter.  He  repl}'d,  You  fiall  do  fo  ;  But 
you  muft  htve  a  Guard  of  Soldi trs  and  a  Mejjenger 
with  yr.u.  A  Guard  of  Soldiers  faid  I,  My  Lord, 
me  thinks  is  not  fo  necefftry  to  fecure  one  of 
my  Profeflion  ^  I  fhould  rather  offer,  that  I  may 
have  two  or  more  Mefiengers  to  keep  me,  tho} 
that  may  put  me  to  greater  Charges.  My  Lord, 
faid  he,  /,  for  my  own  part,  -would  be  glad-t  if  I 
might  take  y  ur  Parole,  But  I  mi'fl  do  what  1 
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may    anfwer    to  others;     and  therefore  I  fray    bt 
Content. 

At  this  I  acquiefced  *,  only  adding,  My  Lord, 
here    are  divers  Papers   brought  up  with  me, 
which,  upon  my  Credit,  are  but  of  common 
Importance  \   yet,  becaufe  they  are  molt  of  them 
private  Talk  among  Friends  •,  there  may  be  fome 
Expreflions,  which  no  Man,  if  it  were  his  own 
Cafe,  would  be  willing  to  have  divulg'd  }   and 
therefore  I  defire  your  Lordfhip  will  take  Care 
they  may  not  be  fhewn  to  the  Prejudice  of  any. 
He  anfwer'd,  You  have  to  do  with  Men  of  Honour  : 
And  you  foall  have  no  Occajion  to  complain  upon 
that  Account. 

And  fo  I  was  convey'd  Home  to  Weftminfter 
by  Mr.  Dyvej  and  Mr,  Knight  the  Mefienger,  in 
the  Coach  with  me,  and  a  Guard  attending  on 
each  fide.  After  we  came  to  the  Deanery,  Mr. 
Dyve  having  diligently  furveyed  my  Lodgings, 
and  the  Avenues  to  them,  left  me  about  Mid- 
night, with  a  ftrift  Charge  to  the  Meflenger 
and  Soldiers,  not  to  give  me  any  unneceffary 
Difturbance  }  but  to  watch  carefully  at  my  Bed- 
Chamber-Door  till  farther  Orders,  which  they 
did. 

The  next  Day,  being  Svnday,  May  the  8ih, 
Mr.  Dyve  came  again  to  me  about  Noon,  to 
acquaint  me,  That  1  was  to  attend  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  that  Evening  by  Six  o'the 
Clock.  And,  fays  he,  My  Lord,  I  foppofc  you 
have  here  alfo  at  Weftminfter  a  Room  where  you 
keep  the  reft  of  your  Books  and  Tapers.  I  told 
him,  I  had.  Then,  faid  he,  /  have  Commijficn  to 
fearch  there  likervife  ;  particularly  in  your  Cabinet. 
1  mewed  him  my  Library,  and  gave  him  the 
Keys.  He  opened  all  the  Prefies  of  Books, 
and  viewed  particularly  every  Shelf,  and  exa- 
mined every  Drawer  in  the  Cabinet:  But  find- 
ing 
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ing  nothing  there  of  a  late  Date,  or  that  might 
afford  any  the  leaft  Shadow  of  a  trayterous 
Correfpondence,  he  went  away  without  removing 
any  one  Paper  thence. 

At  the  time  appointed  I  was  brought  by  the 
Meflenger  and  Guard  to  Whitehall,  where  a  fe- 
left  Number  of  the  Lords  of  the  Council  were 
aflembled  at  my  Lord  Nottingham's  Lodg- 
ings. There  were  prefent,  as  I  remember,  the 
Earl  of  Devonflwe  Lord  Steward,  the  Earl  of 
Dorfet  Lord  Chamberlain ,  the  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham Secretary  of  State,  the  Earl  of  Ro- 
chefter,  the  Earl  of  Portland,  the  Lord  Sydney 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  Sir  Edward 
Seymor. 

When  I  was  enter'd  the  Room,  and  come 
to  the  End  of  the  Table,  my  Lord  Notting- 
ham began.  But  now,  for  the  greater  Per- 
fpicuity  of  the  whole  Proceedings,  and  to 
avoid  the  too  frequent  Repeticion  of,  faid  /, 
or  fad  fuch  an  one,  or  faid  they,  I  will  hence- 
forth give  all  the  Qiieftions  and  Anfwers, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Difcourfes,  in  the  Nam* 
of  every  Perfon,  as  they  fpoke,  and  by  way  of 
Dialogue. 

Earl  of  Nottingham.  My  Lord,  Tou  cannot  hut 
think  it  mvft  be  feme  extraordinary  Occafion^ 
which  has  forced  us  to  fend  for  you  hither  in  this 
manner. 

•-  Bifiop  of  Rochefter.  My  Lord,  I  fubmit  to  the 
Neceflides  of  State,  in  fuch  a  Time  of  Jealoufy 
and  Danger  as  this  is. 

Eirl  of  N.  My  Lord,  I  am  to  ask  you  fame 
OueftiotiS)  to  which  we  dejlre  your  flain  and  true 
Anfwers. 

£ijhop  of  R.    My  Lords,  I  allure  you,   mine 
(hall  be  fuch  ;    as,    I  hope,   I  have    been  al- 
ways 


(8) 

ways  taken  for  a  Man  of  Simplicity  and  Sin* 
cerit.y. 

Earl  of  N.  Have  you  comyojed  a  Declaration 
for  the  pref'ent  intended  Defcent  of  the  late  Kin* 
James  into  England  ? 

Bijhopof^l  call  G  OD  to  Witnefs,  I  have 
not. 

Earl  of  N.  Did  you  ever  draw  up  any  Heads^ 
or  Materials  for  fuch  a.  Declaration. 

Bjhop  ofR.  TJpoa  the  fame  folemn  Aftevera- 
tion,  I  never  did. 

Earl  of  N.  Were  you  ever  fol  c;ted,  or  ap- 
flyd  to  by  any  Per  fin  ^  for  the  undertaking  fuch  a 
Work  * 

Bifjop  of  R.  I  never  was. 

Earl  of  N.  Do  you  hold  any  Correfpondence  a- 
broad  in  France  ? 

Bijhop  of  R.  I  do  not  hold  any. 

Earl  of  N-  Have  ^ou  ever  fignd  any  /4Jficiation 
for  re  ft  or  ing  the  late  King  Jjmes  ? 

Bijhop  or  R..  I  never  hgn'd  any. 

Earl  of  N.  Do  you  knew  of  any  fuch  Affo~ 
ciation  ?  Or  any  Per  fans  that  have  fubfcribed 
one  ? 

Biftop  of  R.  Upon  the  Word  of  a  Chriftian, 
and  a  Bifhop,  1  know  of  no  fuch  thing  ^  nor 
of  any  Perfon  who  has  fubfcribed  any  Paper  of 
that  Nature. 

Sir  Edward  Seymour,  My  Lord  Bftop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  We  have  examined  the  Payers  that  were 
feiz.ed  in  your  Clofet  at  Bromley.  We  find  no- 
thing in  them)  but  Matters  of  or d  nary  and  innocent 
Converfatlon  among  Friends  -,  only  ire  have  one  Scru- 
ple, That  there  are  few  or  no  Letters  anting  them 
written  fives  Lady- day  lajl. 

Bijhop  of  R.  Sir,  1  fuppofe  there  niay  be  fome  | 
of  a  Date  fince  that  Time  in  the  Bundles.  Iff 
I  had  preferv'd .  more,  they  would  have  been 
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of  the  fame  Nuture  with  the  reft  that  you 
have,  that  is,  concerning  common  Intelligence, 
and  the  Talk  of  the  Town ;  not  any  Se- 
crets of  State,  or  againft  the  Government. 
My  Lords,  I  hold  no  Correfpondencies  of  that 
kind.  When  I  am  in  the  Country,  I  defire 
fome  Friend  or  other  here  to  let  me  know 
how  the  World  goes,  that  I  may  inform  my- 
felf ,  and  the  neighbouring  Gentlemen  ,  of 
the  Truth  of  Things,  and  prevent  the  fpread- 
ing  of  falfe  News:  And  afterwards  I  file  up 
fuch  Letters  according  to  their  Dates,  (as 
you  may  perceive  I  did  thefej  that  at  any 
time  I  may  have  a  prefent  Recourfe  to  them 
to  refrefh  my  Memory  in  any  paft  Tranf- 
adion. 

My  Lords,  thofe  are  all  I  thonght  worth 
keeping  of  this  kind  thefe  two  laft  Years.  And 
I  hope  the  Clark  of  the  Council  has  done  me 
the  Juftice  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhips,  how 
I  was  apprehended,  out  of  my  own  Houfe,  and 
how  narrowly  I  myfelf,  and  my  Study,  and 
Lodging-Chamber,  and  other  Rooms  were 
fearch'd :  So  that  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to 
have  fjpprefs'd  or  fmother'd  any  one  Wri- 
ting from  you.  And  really  I  believe  there  was 
not  a  Note,  or  leaft  Scrip  of  Paper  of  any 
Confequence  in  my  PofTeflion,  but  they  had  a 
View  of  it. 

Earl  of  Dcvonflnre.  Buty  my  Lord,  it  is  probable 
«  Man  of  your  Interefl  arid  Acquaintance,  muft 
have  received  more  Letters  fince^  than  are  here  to  be 
found.  We  fee  here  are  many  concerning  /sffairs 
that  pafs'd  j'.<ft  before  that  time. 

Bifiop  of  R.  My  Lords,  a  little  before  the 
Conclulion  of  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
I  obtain'd  Leave  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  re- 
tire into  the  Country,  for  the  Recovery  of  my 
Health.  During  my  Abode  there,  as  long  as 
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the  Parliament  continued,  I  was  fomewhat  cu- 
rious to  learn  what  pafs'd  in  both  Houfes,  and 
therefore,  as  your  Lordfhip  has  obferv'd,  Let- 
ters came  thicker  to  me  about  that  time.  But 
when  the  Parliament  was  up,  very  little  hap- 
pening that  was  remarkable  in  that  Interval, 
I  was  not  fo  mindful  to  preferve  the  Letters 
that  came  to  me,  whi-lft  aril  Things  both  a- 
broad  and  at  home,  were  rather  in  Prepara- 
tion than  Adion. 

Befides  that,  licee  the  Time  your  Lordfhips 
fpeak  of,  I  was  twice  or  thrice  in  Town  for 
feveral  Days  together  •  once  efpecially,  upon 
a  publick  Occafion,  the  annual  Eledion  of 
Weftminfter  School  ^  which  detain'd  me  here  a- 
bout  a  Week.  And  thefe  are  the  true  Rea- 
fons  why  you  find  fo  few  Letters  to  me  fince 
the  Date  of  Time  your  Lordlhips  have  men- 
tioned. 

Earl  of  N.  Will  it  pleafe  your  Lordflript 
to  ask  the  Bifiop  of  Rochelter  any  more  Qttc- 
ftions  f 

They  being  all  filent,  I  faid,  My  Lords,  I 
cannot  imagine  how  it  comes  ta  pafs  that  I 
ihould  be  thus  fufpeded  to  be  guilty  of  any 
Contrivance  againft  the  Government-,  I  think 
I  may  appeal  to  all  that  know  mey  I  am  fure  I 
may  to  all  my  Neighbours  in  the  Country  where 
I  live,  that  there  has  no  Man  fubmitted  to 
it  more  peaceably  and  quietly  than  I  have  done 
ever  fince  the  Revolution  ^  and  I  muft  own,  I 
did  it  both  upon  a  Principle  of  Confcience  and 
Gratitude.  Of  Confcience,  becaufe  I  cannot  fee 
how  the  Church  of  Enoland,  and  the  whole  Pro- 
teftant  Religion  can  be  preferv'd  but  upon  this 
Conftitution  \  fince  an  Invafion  from  France 
cannot  but  be  deltruftive  to  both  :  And  of  Gra- 
titude, becaufe,  as  you  all  know,  I  happen'd  to 
be,  in  the  late  Reign,  engaged  in  an  Affair, 
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which  fince  I  have  been  taught  was  illegal. 
And  though,  I  may  fay,  I  ftopp'd  betimes, 
and  did  no  great  Hurt,  but  hinder'd,  as  much 
as  I  could,  whilft  laded;  yet  I  acted  fo  long, 
that  I  might  have  expected  to  be  feverely  punifh'd 
for  what  I  did.  But  the  King's  and  Queen's 
Part,  in  the  general  Pardon  was  fo  gracious 
and  benign,  in  making  it  their  own  A-*,  and 
not  excluding  me  out  of  it,  ttiat  their  Majefties 
have  thereby  laid  upon  me  an  Obligation  never 
to  be  forgotten. 

Upon  this  I  was  bid  to  withdraw;  and  about 
an  Hour  after,  the  fame  Clerk  of  the  Council 
was  fent  out  to  tell  me,  Tfo  Lords  had  crderd 
J  jliould  return  to  my  own  Houfe,  and  be  under 
the  fame  Confinement  as  before ,  r,f  a  Mzflenger.  and 
a  Guard  of  Sold'.ers  :  Jlnd  there  I  foould  jljortly 
hear  what  their  Lirdflnps  would  determine  concern- 
ing  me.  He  likewife  told  the  Meflenger,  and 
the  Guards,  That  he  had  a  ftnft  Command  to 
th:m  to  ufe  me  with  all  Rcffeft  ;  only  to  take  Care 
that  I  fiould  be  fafely  he  ft ,  and  forth- com- 
ing. Nor  indeed  had  I  any  thing  to  object  a- 
gainft  their  Behaviour:  For,  as  Mr.  Dyve  de- 
mean'd  himfelf  always  to  me  like  a  Gentleman, 
and  the  Meflenger  was  very  civil,  fo  the  Sol- 
diers themfelves  were  as  eafy  and  quiet  to  the 
reft  of  my  Family,  as  if  they  had  been  a  Part 
of  it. 

The  fame  Evening,  Mr.  Dyue  came  home  to 
me,  and  brought  me  all  my  Papers,  tellijg  me, 
That  the  Lords  had  heard  him  read  them  ever ; 
and^  having  no  Except-cn  againft  them,  had  fent 
htm  to  return  them  all  fafe  to  me  again. 

Thus  guarded,  I  continued  rrom  that  Day, 
till  the  1 8th  of  May,  under  the  Cuftody  of  a 
MefTeuger,  a  ad  of  four  Centinels,  who  watched 
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Day  and  Night,  and  were  relieved  every  eight 
and  forty  Hours. 

But  then,  having  heard  nothing  in  the  mean 
time  from  the  Lords,  I  wrote  this  Letter  to  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham. 

My  Lord, 

AS  I  have  all  this  while,  according  to  my 
Duty  to  their  Majefties  Government, 
with  Patience  and  Humility  fubmitted  to  my 
Confinement  under  a  Guard  of  Soldiers,  and  a 
Meflenger;  fo  now,  fearing  that  my  longer  Si- 
lence may  be  interpreted  as  a  Miftruft  of  my 
Innocency,  I  think  it  becomes  me  to  make  this 
Application  to  your  Lordfhip,  earneflly  intreat- 
ing  you  to  reprefent  my  Condition  and  Requelt 
to  the  mod  honourable  Board,  where  I  was  ex- 
amined. I  entirely  rely  on  their  Juftice  and 
Honour,  that  if  they  find  nothing  real  againft 
me,  (as  God  knows,  I  am  confcious  to  myfelf 
they  cannot)  they  would  be  pleafed  to  order 
my  Enlargement.  I  am  forced  to  be  the  more 
importunate  with  your  Lordfhip  in  this  Bufi- 
nefs,  becaufe  it  is  very  well  known,  in  what  a 
dangerous  Condition  of  Health,  I  went  out  of 
Town  towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Seffion  of 
Parliament :  And  I  find  my  Diftemper  very 
much  increafed  by  this  clofe  Reftraint,  in  a 
time  when  I  was  juft  entering  upon  a  Courfe 
of  Phyfick  in  the  Country. 

Afy  Lord, 

I  am  Tour  Lordfoip's  mo  ft  Humble, 
and  moft  Obedient  Servant, 

Tho.  Roffen, 

'May  1 8.  Wtfm. 


To  the  Right  Honourable,  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham,  Princi- 
pal Secretary  of  State. 
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This  Letter  was  read  in  the  Cabinet  Coun- 
cil that  Day,  and  it  had  the  deiired  EfFeft  ^  for 
thereupon  1  was  order'd  to  be  difcharged  that 
Evening ;  which  accordingly  was  done  about 
Ten  at  Kight,  by  Mr.  Shorter,  a  Mefienger  of 
the  Chamber,  coming  to  my  Houfe,  and  dif- 
imfling  the  Meflenger,  and  taking  off  the 
Guard. 

The  next  Morning,  being  A%ipth,  to  pre- 
vent any  Concourfe  or  Congratulations,  ufual 
upon  fuch  Occafions,  I  retired  early  to  Bromley^ 
where  I  remained  quiet  till  June  the  pth,  little 
dreaming  of  a  worfe  Mifchief  Hill  hanging  over 
my  Head. 

But  that  Day,  being  Thvrfday,  as  I  was  upon 
the  Road  coming  to  Weftminfter^  to  the  Meeting 
of  Dr.  Busby's  Preachers,  who  aflemble  once  a 
Term  at  my  Houfe  there,  I  was  ftopt  by  a  Gen- 
tleman that  brought  me  this  Letter  from  my 
Lord  Nottingham. 

White -H*U,  June  8.  92, 
My  Lord, 

IMuft    defire   your    Lordfliip    to    be    At  my  Of' 
fice    on     Friday     Morning     by    Ten     of    the, 
Clock. 

I  am  Your  Lordfhip's 

molt  Humble  Servant, 

Nottingham. 

For  the  Right  Reverend  the 
Lord  Ei/hop  of  Rochefter, 
at  Bromley. 

I  asked  the  Bearer,  whether  he  had  any  far- 
ther Orders  concerning  me.  He  anfwer'd,  No  : 

But 
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But  was  forthwith  to  return.  I  defired  him  to  ac- 
quaint his  Lord,  that  I  was  now  going  to  Town 
upon  other  Bufinefs,  but  that  I  would  preferitly 
wait  on  him  ^White-Hall.  Accordingly  from 
Lambeth  I  went  to  his  Office.  When  my  Lord 
came  to  me,  I  told  him,  that  having  met  with 
his  Lordfhip's  Letter  accidentally  in  my  Way  to 
Weflminfler.  I  thought  it  belt  to  come  prefently 
to  know  his  Pleafure. 

Earl  of  N.  My  Lord,  There  is  a  Miftake,  I 
gave  you  Notice  to  be  here  to  morrow  Mo  mn^  ,' 
And  that  is  the  Time  you  are  appointed  to  appear 
before  the  Comm.ttee  of  the  Council. 

Bifhop  of  R.  However,  my  Lord,  being  in 
Town  otcafionally,  I  thought  it  became  me  to 
prefent  myfelf  to  yon  as  foon  as  I  could.  And 
1  now  make  it  my  Requeft,  if  jour  Lordfhips 
have  any  farther  to  fay  to  me,  I  may  be  con- 
vened before  you  this  Day. 

Earl  of  A/.  /  fear  you  cannot  be  fo,  for  there  is 
much  Bufinefs  to  be  this  Afternoon,  both  at  the  great 
Council-)  and  the  Committee  :  But  I  will  fend  you 
Word  to  the  Deanery ,  if  you  can  be  called  this  Even- 
ing. In  the  mean  time^  you  have  your  full  Liberty 
fo  go  where  you  pleafe. 

Thus  I  went  home}  but  having  no  Notice 
from  my  Lord  that  Night,  the  next  Day,  being 
June  the  loth,  about  Ten  of  the  Clock,  I  came 
to  his  Lordfhip's  Office }  where  we  met  the 
fame  Lords  as  before  ^  only,  I  think  the  Earl 
of  Portland  was  not  there,  and  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke^ Lord  Privy  Seal,  was. 

When  I  was  calPd  in,  befides  the  Privy  Coun- 
fellors  that  fat  about  the  Table,  there  was  Hand- 
ing againft  the  Wall  a  very  ill-favour'd  Man, 
who  afterwards  prov'd  to  be  Blackhead  j  with 
whom  I  ftrait  perceiv'd  I  was  fent  for  to  be 
Confronted. 

For, 
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For,  as  fooa  as  I  was  in  the  Room,  my 
Lord  Nottingham  laid,  My  Lord,  Do  you  know 
that  Perfon? 

Bijhop  of  R.  My  Lord,  I  have  feen  this  Man's 
Face,  but  1  cannot  immediately  recoiled  where. 

Earl  of  N.  I  pray  view  him  well.  Has  he 
never  brought  you  any  Letters  frame  one  Mr. 
Young  ? 

Bifhop  of  R.  I  do  call  to  mind  he  has  brought 
me  a  Letter.  I  cannot  in  a  Moment  remember 
from  whom  it  was. 

Earl  of  .AT.  He  fays  it  was  from  one  Young. 

Bifhop  of  R.  I  think  it  was  at  my  Houfe  at 
Bromley,  that  he  deliver'd  it  me ;  but  I  verily 
believe,  it  was  not  from  any  of  the  Name  of 
Toung. 

Blackhead.  I  was  with  the  Bijhop  of  Rochefter 
at  Bromley:  I  Brought  him  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Young,  and  1  received  an  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Young 
back  again  from  the  Bijhop. 

Thus  far,  during  the  beginning  of  this  Exa- 
mination, I  ftood  with  my  Face  againft  the 
Window,  and  my  Eyes  being  fo  very  tender  and 
feeble  as  they  are,  I  had  not  a  perfed  View 
of  Blackhead  -,  but  he  fo  confidently  affirming, 
that  he  had  of  late  carried  Letters  between  me 
and  one  Toung,  I  changed  my  Station,  and  got: 
the  Light  on  my  Back  •,  and  then  immediately, 
having  a  true  Sight  of  his  very  remarkable 
Countenance  and  Habit,  and  whole  Perfon,  and 
being  alfo  much  afllfted  by  his  Voice,  which  is 
very  loud  and  rude-,  I  did  (  by  God's  BlefiingJ 
perfectly  call  him  to  mind ;  and  faid,  now, 
my  Lords,  by  the  Advantage  of  this  Light,  I 
do  exa&ly  remember  this  Fellow,  and  Part 
of  his  Bufinefs  with  me  at  Bromley.  What 
he  fays  of  Toung  cannot  be  true.  I  know  not 
for  what  purpofe  he  affirms  this;  but  upon 
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toy  Reputation,  it  is  utterly  falfe,  that  he  ever 
brought  me  a  Letter  from  one  Young. 

Earl  of  N.  My  Lord,  he  fays  particularly  it  was 
upon  a  Faft  day. 

Bijhop  of  R.  My  Lords,  I  do  remember  this 
Fellow  was  with  me  at  Bromley  on  a  Fall-Day : 
By  the  fame  Token,  I  told  him,  he  mould  ftay 
till  after  Evening-Prayers,  and  muft  exped  only 
a  failing  kind  of  Meal.  But  then  I  would  return 
an  Anfwer  to  his  Bufinels. 

Blackhead.  It  was  vpon  a  Faft- day.  1  did 
eat  with  the  Sift/op's  Servants  ;  and  I  received  an 
jinfwer  from  his  omit  Hand,  to  the  Letter  I  b,  ought 
hint  from  Mr.  Young. 

Bijhop  of  R.  My  Lords,  This  that  he  fays 
of  Young)  is  a  wicked  Lye.  All  my  Correfpon- 
dencies  are  fo  innocent,  (as  I  hope  your  Lord- 
ftips  can  teftify)  that,  if  I  had  received  a  Let- 
ter from  any  Mr.  Young,  \  mould  have  no  reafon 
fo  pofitively  to  deny  it.  I  btfeech  you,  exa- 
mine this  Fellow  throughly,  and  I  doubt  not 
but  you  will  difcover  fome  impudent  Knavery. 
I  ftand  to  it ;  I  am  fure  there  is  no  Peribn 
whofe  Name  is  Young,  with  whom  I  have  of 
late  years  maintained  any  Intercourfe  by  Let- 
ters. 

Earl  of  Devonfrire.  My  Lord,  Is  thert  no  Per* 
fon  of  the  Name  of  Young,  a  Clergy-man,  w.th 
whom  you  are  acquainted? 

Biftop  of  R.  Oh !  My  Lord ,  there  are  two 
excellent  Perfons  of  the  Name  of  Young,  both 
Clergy-men,  to  whom  I  have  the  good  Fortune 
to  be  very  well  known  :  The  one  was  your 
Brother  OJJery's  Chaplain,  and  is  now  Prtben- 
dary  of  Winchefter  ;  the  other  was  Canon  of 
Windfor,  when  I  was  a  Member  of  that  Church, 
and  is  there  ftill.  But  I  fuppofe,  neither  of 
thefe  are  the  Ycungs,  whofe  Correfpondence 
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this  Man  objefts  to  me.  I  mould  take  it  for 
an  Honour  to  correfpond  with  them.  But  in 
Truth  it  has  fo  happen'd,  that  I  have  neither 
written  to,  nor  received  one  Letter  from  ei- 
ther of  them  thefe  many  Years,  to  the  bell  of 
rny  Knowledge. 

Blackhead.  The  Bijhop,  if  be  fleafe,  may  re- 
member it  was  Robert  Young,  from  whom  I  brought 
him  a  Letter. 

Earl  of  N.  How  long  ago,  fay  you,  it  was  ? 
Blackhead.  It  was  about  two  Months  ago  ? 
Bfhop  of  R.    I   have  indeed,  my  Lords,  fome 
obfcure    Remembrance,    that  fome  Years   ago, 
there    was    one  writ  to     me  out    of  Newgate^ 
under  the  Name  of  Robert  Toung,  pretending  to 
a  Clergyman;  and  I  recall  fomething  of  the 
Contents  of  his  Letter.     It  was  to  tell  me,  that 
he  and  his  Wife  lay  in  Prifon  there  upon  a  falfe  Ac- 
evfation,    of  which  he   hoped   they  fiould  be  fpeedily 
cleared.     In  the  mean  time,  he  defired  me  to  recollect, 
that  he  had  Officiated  fome  Weeks  fcr  the  Chaplain 
At  Bromley  College,  and  had  Preached  once  or  twice 
in   the  Par i fli- Church  there.     He  intreated  me  to  give 
him  a  Certificate  of  this,  becaufe  it  would  ftand  him 
in  much    flead  in  order  to    his  Justification :    And 

htiU,  that  I  would  fend  him  fomething  out  of  my  • 
Charity,  for  his  and  his  Wife's  Relief  in  their  great 
Diftrefs. 

This,  my  Lords,  1  dare  fay,  was  the  whole 
Subftance  of  that  Letter,  and  this  was  two  or 
three  Years  ago  at  leaft. 

To    that  Letter  I  am    fure  I    made  no  Reply 
in  Writing.     Only,  having  not  the  leaft  Remem- 
ibrance  of  him  myfelf,  i  enquired  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, and  among  the  Widows  in   the  Col- 
liege  ;    intending  to  have   fent  him  fome  Alms 
.-:  fuitable  to  his  Condition  and  mine,  had  I  found 
u'ft  him  worthy. 
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But  upon  Inquiry,  I  received  from  all  Hands, 
fo  very  ill  a  Character  both  of  this  Young,  and 
his  Wife,  that  I  refolv'd  to  give  him  no  Anfwer 
at  all }  and  I  have  never  heard  any  thing  more 
of  him  to  this  Day. 

But  now,  I  befecch  your  Lord  (hips  to  give  me 
leave  to  fpeak  to  this  Perfon  myfelf:  And  they 
intimating  I  mould  do  as  1  thought  beft ,  I  faid 
to  him  •, 

I  conjure  you  in  the  Prefence  of  thefe  noble 
Lords,  and  efpecially  of  the  great  Lord  of  Hea- 
ven and  Earth,  that  you  will  declare  the  Truth 
of  what  I  am  going  to  ask  you. 

When  you  came  to  my  Houfe  at  Bromley 
upon  a  Faft-Day,  it  was,  I  think,  the  firft  Faft  of 
this  Year;  Did  not  you  delire  to  fpeak  with 
me,  as  having  a  Letter  for  me?  When  I  came 
to  you  into  my  Hall,  did  not  you  firft  kneel 
down  and  ask  me  Blefling  ?  Did  you  not  then 
deliver  me  a  Letter,  affirming  it  was  from  a 
Country- Minifter,  a  Doctor  of  Divinity?  Did 
not  you  tell  me,  you  were  his  Servant,  or  Bai- 
liff? And  that  your  Matter  had  fent  you  on  " 
purpofe,  many  Miles,  to  receive  an  Anfwer  your- 
felf  to  that  Letter  from  my  own  Hand  ? 

Blackhead.  /  never  brought  a  Letter  to  the  Bi- 
fbop  of  Rochefter  from  a  Country  Minifter  \  I  "know 
no  fuch  Dottor  of  Divinity :  Nor  ever  was  Servant 
to  any :  I  only  brought  a  Letter  to  the  Bifoop  from 
Mr.  Young. 

Eijhop  ofR.  My  Lords,   What  I   fay  is  moil  j 
certainly  true.     This  Man  had  never  any  other 
Bufinefs  with  me,  but  in  relation  to  that  Letter, 
pretended  by  him,  (for  now  I  find  it  was  but  a  ' 
Pretence)  to  be  written  to  me  by  an  eminent  i 
Country  Divine  in  Buckinghamshire  ^   a  Perfon  of  I 
a   confiderable    Eftate,    as    he    told    me.     My1 
Lords,  I  cannot  yet  call    to  Mind  the  Doctor's 
Name  ^  but  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Letter  I    ami) 
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in  great  part  Matter  of,  and  it  was  to  this  Pur- 
pofe  : 

That  there  was  a  Perfon  (naming  him)  who 
had  apply'd  to  him  to  be  his  Curate  ^  but  that 
he  had  Reafon  to  fiifped  he  had  counterfeited 
my  Hand  and  Seal  for  holy  Orders:  Therefore 
he  defired  me  to  fend  him  Word  under  my  own 
Hand  by  the  Bearer  his  Man,  whether  I  had  or- 
dain'd  fuch  an  one,  in  fuch,  or  fuch  Years :  That 
if  I  had,  he  would  encourage  and  entertain  him; 
if  not,  he  would  take  Care  he  ihould  be  puniaV 
ed  for  his  Forgery. 

Now,  my  Lords,  upon  the  Receipt  of  ib 
friendly  a  Letter,  by  this  very  Meflenger,  I  bid 
him  ftay  a  little,  and  I  would  give  his  Matter 
Satisfaction  out  of  my  Books,  whether  I  had  or- 
dain'd  any  Man  of  that  Name  ^  which  I  thought 
I  had  not.  Accordingly  my  Secretary  and  I 
did  feveraliy  turn  overall  my  Papers  relating  to 
fuch  Affairs,  as  carefully  as  we  could }  and 
finding  no  fuch  Man's  Name  in  them,  in 
which  we  could  not  be  eafily  deceiv'd,  becaufe 
I  keep  methodically  (as  no  doubt  every  Bifhop 
doesj  all  Recommendations,  Subfcriptions,  Te- 
ftimonials,  and  Titles  of  thole  I  adraitt  into 
Orders  ^  1  wrote  the  fuppofed  Author  of  the 
Letter,  as  civil  an  Anf.ver  as  his  feem'd  to  de- 
ferve. 

That  I  was  extremely  pleafed  and  thankful 
that  a  mere  Stranger  to  me  fhould  be  fo  care- 
ful of  my  Reputation :  That  my  Secretary  and 
I  had  diligently  examin'd  all  the  Books  where 
fuch  Things  are  recorded :  And  I  could  afiure 
him,  I  never  had  ordained  any  fuch  Perfon  ei- 
ther Prieft  or  Deacon,  within  the  Space  limited 
in  his  Letter,  or  at  any  other  time  :  That  I  mould 
look  upon  it  as  a  fignal  Service  done  to  the 
Church  in  general,  and  a  fpecial  Favour  to  me 
in  particular,  if  he  would,  as  he  promifed, 
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caufe  the  Counterfeit  to  be  apprehended,  fb 
that  the  Courfe  of  Law  might  pafs  upon  him. 

This  Letter,  my  Lords,  all  written  with  my 
own  Hand,  I  deliver'd  to  the  Perfon  here  pre- 
fent:  And  he  went  away  with  it,  asking  me 
Blefllng  again  upon  his  Knees,  and  promifing 
1  (hould  fpeedily  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
Succefs. 

Eirl  of  Devonfrre.  I  pray,  My  L'rd^  horn 
•was  this  Letter  fuperfcrlbed,  you  fern  hack  by  this 
Man? 

Biflwp  of  R.  My  Lord,  it  was  to  the  fame 
Perfon,  with  the  fame  Superfcription  as  he  fub- 
fcribed  himfelf,  and  dire&fd  to  the  fame  Place, 
where  he  faid  he  was  Minifter  ;  tho'  the  Name 
of  Place  or  Minifter  1  cannot  yet  recover.  But 
let  that  Letter  of  mine  be  produced,  and  it 
will  put  an  end  to  this  whole  Controverfy. 

Blackhead.  The  Letter  I  received  from  the  Bi- 
Jbop,  was  ft; per fir -iked  to  Mr.  Young,  and  to  no 
other. 

BijlwpofR  My  Lords,  this  is  a  horrid  Falf- 
hood.  I  well  remember  now,  this  Fellow  was 
at  my  Houfe  a  fecond  time,  fome  Weeks  after 
the  firft.  When  he  came,  I  was  in  the  Garden 
with  fome  Gentlemen  my  Neighbours  •,  where, 
firft  asking  me  Blefling,  he  told  me,  His  Mafter 
the  Doctor  had  taken  vp  the  Perfon  who  had  forged 
my  Orders :  That  the  Man  flood  upon  his  Vindica- 
tion •  bi4  that  his  Maflcr  was  bringing  him  up  to 
London  }  and  then  1  Jhould  hear  farther  from  him: 
Adding,  that  his  Majier  was  a  Man  of  fuch  a 
Spirit^  and  fuch  A  plentiful  Eft  ate,  that  whenever 
he  fufpecled  a  Man  to  be  a  Rogue,  or  a  Cheat,  he 
would  fpare  no  Pains  to  discover  him,  nor  think 
any  Cojl'  too  much  to  get  him  punifl)  d.  Tlicfe, 
my  Lords,  I  well  remember  were  the  Knave's 
very  Words:  And"  I  hope  your  Lord flups  will 
Jikewife  deal  with  him  in  the  fame  manner.  I 


took  this  fecond  Mefljge  flill  more  kindly,  and 
orderM  my  Servants  to  entertain  the  Meflenger 
very  civilly. 

Blackhead.  I  brought  no  fuch  Mefage.  All  my 
Bufinefs  with  the  Bijhop  was  from  Mr.  Young, 
which  1  fi'pfofe  was  of  another  Nature. 

B:(hop  of  R.  What  I  fay  is  fb  true,  that  I  am 
confident  feveral  of  rny  Servants  do  remember 
the  Particulars.  For  this  Man  ftuck  not  to 
declare  his  Bufinefs  before  them  all}  very  much 
magnifying  his  Matter,  and  his  Houfe- keeping, 
and  vapouring  what  an  Example  he  would  make 
of  the  Counterfeit  Prieft,  without  putting  me  to 
any  Trouble,  or  Expence. 

Earl  of  Devonshire.  H-ts  your  Lordjhip  none  of 
thofe  Servants  near  at  hand  ? 

Bijhop  of  R.  My  Lord,  fome  of  them  are  in 
Town  ;  and  one,  my  Secretary,  Mr.  Moore,  by 
an  accidental  good  Fortune,  came  hither  with 
me:  He  was  without,  when  I  was  call'd  in* 
I  doubt  not  but  he  will  fatisfy  your  Lordftiips 
what  was  this  Man's  Errand  to  me :  He  is  a 
young  Man,  of  great  Honefty,  and,  I  believe, 
would  not  tell  a  Lye  to  fave  my  Life  :  I  am 
fure  I  would  not  have  him. 

Whilft  they  were  calling  in  Mr.  Moore,  I  ad- 
ded, My  Lords,  I  appeal  to  the  great  God  of 
Heaven  to  judge  between  me  and  this  Wretch, 
touching  the  Truth  or  Falfhood  of  what  we 
fay,  and  to  deal  with  us  both  accordingly  at  the 
lafl  Day  of  Judgment :  And  I  dare  alfo  appeal 
to  your  Lorcihips  to  judge  between  us  by  what 
appears  to  you}  for  did  you  ever  fee  greater 
Villany,  and  Confcioufnefs  of  Guilt  in  any  Man's 
Countenance  than  in  his? 

By  this  time  Mr.  Moore  being  come  in,  I  faid, 
Moore,  apply  yourfelf  to  my  Lord  Nottingham- 
I  charge  you,  do  not,  for  any  Confideration  of 
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me,  fpeak  any  thing  which  you  cannot  juftify 
for  Truth. 

Earl  of  N.  Mr.  Moore,  do  you  know  that  Per- 
fon  there  ?  Pointing  to  Blackhead. 

Mr.  Moore.  My  Lord^  I  do  know  him  fo  far^ 
that  I  have  feen  him  once  or  twice  an  my  Lord's 
Houfe  at  Bromley. 

Earl  of  .2V.  What  Bupnefs  had  he  at  Bromley  ? 

Mr.  M.  The  firft  Time  he  brought  a  Letter  to  my 
Lord. 

Earl  of  N.  From  whom  ? 

Mr.  M.  My  Lord,  it  was  from  a  Country  Mini- 
fter  in  Buckinghamshire,  a  Dottor  of  Divinity^  as 
he  wrote  himftlf^  his  Name  was  Hooke. 

JSijhof  of  R.  My  Lords,  I  now  very  well  re- 
member that  was  the  Name ,  ffooke,  or  fome- 
thing  very  near  it.  There  may  be  the  Differ- 
ence of  a  Letter :  I  will  not  ftand  upon  that, 
or  can  it  be  expefted  I,  or  my  Servant,  mould 
be  pofitive  as  to  every  Letter  of  a  Name,  in  fo 
fudden  a  Queftion. 

Earl  of  2V.  Mr.  Moore,  What  was  the  Bufinefs 
of  that  Letter  • 

Mr.  M.  My  Lord^  it  was  concerning  one  that  of- 
fered himfelf  to  be  the  Dottor's  Curate^  whom  he 
fufpttted  to  have  counterfeited  my  Lord's  Letters  of 
Orders.  The  Dottor  defired  my  Lord  to  look  into 
his  Books,  whether  he  had  ordaln'd  any  fuch  Per- 
fon.  Ny  Lord  and  I  did  thereupon  fearch  all  ike 
Places  where  the  Memorials  of  fuch  Affairs  are  kept^ 
and  we  found  no  fuch  Name  •,  and  fo  my  Lord  him- 
felf wrote  hack  to  the  Doctor  by  this  very  Man  that 
jlands  here. 

Earl  of  N.  Mr.  Moore,  Witt  you  take  your 
Oath  of  all  this  ? 

Mr.  M.    /  <nm    ready  to  take  my  Oath  of  it,  if 
you  pleafe  to  five  it  me. 

Earl  of  N.    Wat  fay  you  Blackhead  ?    fov.  fee 
is  a  young  Man^  the  B flop's  Secretary  comes 
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in  by  chance,  and  confirms  punctually  what  the  Bi- 
fljop  had  [aid  before*  concerning  your  Aftffage  to  his 
Lord :  And  he  offers  to  take  his  Oath  of  it.  If 
you  did  brin^  a  Letter  from  one  Dottor  Hooke, 
Why  do  you  not  confefs  it  ?  It  can  do  you  no  Hurt. 

Blackhead.  /  know  of  no  fuch  Divine  as  Dcftor 
Hooke  ;  nor  any  thing  concerning  one  that  counter- 
feited the  Bifiofs  Orders  Tlie  Letter  I  brought  was 
from  Mr.  Young. 

Mr.  M.  My  Lord,  this  Fellow  cannot  but  "know,  that 
jphat  he  fays  is  jhameful'y  falfe  •,  /  aflure  you^  I  have  th* 
Original  Letter  at  home  to  frodi.ce  :  And  doubt  not 
but  divers  of  my  Lord's  Servants  remem'cer  him  and 
his  Bufinefs  AS  well  as  1  do  :  For  he  was  a  fee  and 
Time  at  Bromley  fame  Weeks  after. 

Earl  of  N.  What  was  his  Bufnefs  then  ? 

Air.  M.  He  faid,  he  came  to  acquaint  my  Lardy 
that  his  Mafter,  Doftor  Hooke,  had  feizjed  on  the 
Perfon  who  had  forged  his  Orders.  My  Lord  asJid 
him,  whether  he  had  alfo  feizJd  the  falfe  Jnflrument  <* 
j4nd  if  he  had,  de fired  it  might  be  transmitted  to 
him-  This  Man  anfweSd,  he  believed  his  Mafter 
had  got  it:  That  he  was  coming  up  to  London,  and 
bringing  the  Cheat  with  him  ;  and  had  been  there 
fooner,  h,id  he  not  fpraind  or  hurt  his  Leg :  But 
•when  he  was  come,  the  Doclor  would  give  my  Lord 
Notice,  or  himfelf  wait  upon  him.  My  Lord  was 
much  pleafed  with  this  fecond  A-e^fage  j  and  gave 
Orders  to  bave  the  Bringer  of  it  well  ufed.  He  was 
fo  ;  and  freely  dtfcourjed  with  the  Butler ,  and  the 
other  Servants,  touching  his  Bufinefs  there.  So  that 
1  am  verily  perfuaded  feveral  of  them  remember 
all  thefe  Circumftances  of  it ,  and  perhaps  mere  than 
I  do. 

Upon  this,  Blackhead,  being  again  urged  by 
the  Lords  with  fo  plain  a  Teftimony,  perfeftly 
agreeing  with  what  I  had  faid;  and  he  ftill 
perfevering  obftinately  lo  deny  every  Part  of 
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it;   I   and    Mr.  Moore  were  ordered  to  with- 
draw, Blackhead  (laying  behind. 

As  I  was  going  out,  I  faid,  my  Lords,  I  can- 
not  comprehend  to  what   purpofe  this  Fellow 
perfifb  in  this  Lye-,     I  am  lure  he  can  never 
prove  that   I  have  injured   the  Government,  in 
Word,  or  Deed,  or  Writing.     Then  I  could  not 
but   again  obferve  to   the  Lords,   what   vifible 
Marks  of  Falfhood  and  Treachery  there  were  in 
Blackhead7*  Face.     For,  indeed,  all  the  while  he 
look'd  as  if  he  would  have  funk  into  the  Ground  : 
Tho\   as  I  was  told  afterwards,  before  I  came 
into  the  Room,  he  had  appear'd  very  brisk  and 
bold,  and  full   of  Talk.      But,  upon  my  firft 
coming  in,  his  Complexion,  which  was  naturally 
very    fallow,   turnM    much   paler    and  darker  \ 
and  he  was  almoft  Speechlefs,  faying  nothing  to 
any  purpofe,   more  than  what  he  thought  was 
neceflary    to  keep  him    firm    to  the  main  Lye, 
that  he  had  brought  me  a  Letter  from  one  Toung^ 
and  no  other. 

But  after  my  being  withdrawn  about  half 
an  Hour,  I  was  called  in  again,  and  Blackhead 
fent  forth. 

Earl  of  N.  Now,  my  Lord,  the  Bufinefs  is  out, 
the  Fellow  has  confefs'd  he  brought  the  Letter  to  you, 
written  in  the  Name  of  Young,  but  as  from  one 
Dottor  Hookes,  Hookes  was  the  Name,  not  Hooke, 
your  Lordjhip  was  in  the  right,  in  faying,  you  would 
not  fland  -upon  a  Letter. 

Bifiop  of  R.  My  Lords,  I  could  not  truft  my 
Memory  fo  far  as  to  a  Letter.  But  one  thing  I 
was  fure  of,  that  was  the  only  Letter  this  Rafcal 
ever  brought  me ;  and  it  was  not  from  any 
whofe  Name  was  Tonng. 

Earl  of  N.  Well,  that  Evfmefs  is  over,  he  has 
confefs^d  it  j  and  now,  my  Lord,  fray  take  a  Chair 
and  [it  down. 

Earl  of  Devonfiire.  Tray,  my  Lord,  ft  down. 


of  R.   No,  my  Lords,  I   ckflre   you  to 
excufe  me. 

Earl  of  N.  My  Lord,  we  have  fome  few  Quefti- 
ons  to  ask  you^  and  therefore  pray  repofe  your  felf. 

Si fiop  of  R.  If  you  pleafe  to  permit  me,  I 
had  rather  anfwer  what  yoar  Lordfhips  have 
farther  to  fay,  ftanding  thus  as  I  am  at  the 
Table. 

Earl  of  N.  Then,  my  Lord,  we  foa!l  ask  you. 
Have  you  ever  written  to  the  Earl  o/ Maryborough 
Within  thefe  Three  Month  ? 

Bifwpof  R.  I  think  I  may  fafely  affirm,  I  never 
writ  to  my  Lord  Maryborough  in  my  Life :  BuC 
I  am  certain,  and  upon  the  Faith  of  a  Bifhop 
I  declare,  I  have  not  written  one  Word  to  him 
thefe  Three  Months. 

Earl  of  N.  Have  you  received  Any  Letter  from 
my  Lord  Maryborough  within  thefe  three  Months  i 

Bifhop  of  R.  I  proteft  folemnly,  I  have  not 
received  any. 

Earl  of  N.  Have  you  received  any  Written  or 
Printed  Papers  from  my  Lord  Marleborough  within 
that  fpace  of  Time  i 

Bijhffj  of  R.  As  in  the  Prefence  of  God,  I  de- 
clare, I  have  not.  My  Lords,  I  have  had  fome 
Acquaintance  with  my  Lord  Marleborough  both 
in  King  James's  Court,  and  in  the  Parliaments 
fince  }  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  that  ever  I 
wrote  to  him,  or  he  to  me. 

Earl  of  N.  Then,  /  think)  my  Lords,  we  have 
nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  w.JJj  rr.y  Lord  Bifiop  a 
good  Journey  to  Bromley. 

With  that  they  all  rofe  op,  and  faluted  me, 
teftifying  their  great  Satisfaction,  that  I  had  fo 
well  cleared  myfelf,  and  confounded  my  Ad- 
verlary.  More  efpecially  two  Noble  Lords  of 
the  Company,  to  whom,  I  faid  I  would  now 
particularly  appeal,  gave  me  an  ample  Tefti- 
mony  of  their  Belief  of  my  Innocency  in  this 
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Accufation,  and  of  my  dutiful  Difpofition  to  the 
Government. 

My  Lord  Nottingham  then  told  me,  in  the 
Name  of  all  the  reft,  They  had  no  farther  Trou- 
ble to  give  me.  I  intrcated  them  to  fuffer  me 
to  add  a  few  Words :  They  permitting  me,  I 
faid : 

My  Lords,  I  heartily  thank  yon  for  confront- 
ing me  with  this  Fellow,  elfe  I  could  not  fo 
.  well  have  made  oat  my  Innocency  :  But  I  might 
ftill  have  lain  under  a  Sufpicion,  whereof  I  had 
not  known  the  leaft  Ground.  Had  this  been 
a  Trial  for  my  Life,  I  mould  have  been  glad  to 
have  fuch  honourable  Perfons  for  my  Judges. 
But  now  I  have  much  more  Reafon  to  blefsGod, 
that  you  have  been  my  Compnrgators :  That 
you  are  Witnefies,  as  well  as  Judges,  of  the  De- 
tection of  this  Villan'y  againit  me;  whereof  I 
muft  acknowledge,  as  yet,  I  do  not  fathom  the 
Bottom.  Wherefore  I  muft  intreat,  that  I  may 
put  myfelf  under  your  Protection  for  the  future. 
For  although  this  Fountain  of  Wickednefs  has 
been  now  ftopt  in  this  Particular,  as  to  myftlf-, 
yet  it  feems  to  run  under  Ground  flill :  And 
unlefs  fpecial  Care  be  taken,  it  may  break  forth 
again  in  fome  other  Place,  en  fome  other  Occa- 
lion,  to  the  Ruin,  if  not  of  me,  yet  of  fomeo- 
ther  innocent  Perform 

Earl  of  Devonshire.  No,  my  Lord^  Tou  need  ne- 
ver fear  this  Fountain  can  b>eak  fcrth  any  more,  to 
do  you,  or  any  other  (rood  Man ,  any  Prejudice  ^ 
He  having  been  fo  palpably  convitted  of  Knavery 
and  Lying. 

Bifiop  of  R.  My  Lords,  I  hope  fb  :  As  for  my- 
felf,  I  take  my  own  Innocency  to  be  abundantly 
vindicated,  by  this  your  general  Declaration  in 
my  Favour.  I  make  no  queftion  but  your  Lord- 
Ihips  will  next  vindicate  yourfelves,  and  the  Ju- 
ftice  of  the  Government,  by  bringing  this  wicked 
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Man  to  condign  Puniftiment,  and  by  examining 
the  main  Drift  of  his  Dellgn,  and  who  have 
been  his  Accomplices. 

They  all  alluring  me  I  might  rely  upon  them 
for  it,  I  withdrew. 

All  this  while  I  had  not  the  lead  Conjefture 
or  Imagination  who  this2W>£  fhould  be,  with 
whom  Blackhead  pretended  I  held  fo  clofe  a  Cor- 
relpondence.  . 

But  my  next  Appearance  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Council,  will  clear  up  what  remains  of 
the  whole  wicked  Myftery. 

In  the  mean  time,  returning  Home  that  Even- 
ing to  Bromley,  \  prcfently  mei  with  a  plentiful 
Concurrence  of  Evidence  from  mo  ft  of  my  Ser- 
vants, of  their  Difcoarfe  with  Blackhead^  and 
their  Knowledge  of  his  Bufiuefs,  in  reference  to 
Dr.  Hooked  Letter. 

Firft,  The  Butler  Thomas  Warren  told  me, 
that  according  to  my  Order  to  nfe  him  kindly, 
lie  had  done  fo  both  times  he  was  with  us :  Parti- 
cularly the  fecond  time  he  had  entertain'd  him 
with  one  of  the  Petty  Canons  of  IVindfar^  who 
came  thither  by  chance,  in  the  Parlour  next  the 
Garden:  That  thence  he  brought  -him  down  in- 
to the  Cellar,  where  BUikkead drank  my  Health 
with  Knees  almoft  bended  to  the  Ground  :  That 
then  he  earneflly  defired  him  to  fhew  him  my 
'  Study  i  faying,  I  have  heard  your  Lord  has  a 
very  good  Study  of  Books:  My  Matter  Hoobcs  has 
a  very  good  one :  He  often  lets  me  go  into  ir, 
and  1  doubt  not  but  you  have  the  fame  Liberty  : 
1  pray  1st  me  fee  his  Books.  The  Butler  an- 
fwer'd,  My  Lord  hasNbut  few  Books  here,  only 
fuchas  he  brings  from  time  to  time  from  Weft- 
minfter  for  prefeut  Ufe,  and  they  are  lock'd  up 
in  Preffts,  fo  that  1  cannot  (hew  them  if  I  would. 
I  pray  then,  faid  Blackhead^  let  me  fee  the  Room, 
I  hear  it  is  a  very  fine  one.  The  Butler  faid,  He 
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could  not  prefume  to  do  it  without  my  Leave. 
Then,  faid  Blockhead,  let  me  fee  the  reft  of  the 
Houfe.  The  Butler  excus'd  his  not  being  able 
to  do  it  then,  becaufe  there  were  fome  Ladies 
with  his  Miftrefs.  The  fame  Requeft  he  aifured 
me,  Blackhead  repeated  almoft  twenty  times ; 
But  (till  he  deny'd  him. 

Then  Thomas  Philips  my  Coachman,  and  John 
Jewel  my  Gardener,  confirm'd  moll  of  what  the 
Butler  had  faid  :  All  of  them  agreeing,  that  both 
the  times  he  was  at  Bromley,  efpecially  the  fe- 
cond,  he  had  talked  publickly  with  them  of  the 
Bnfinefs  he  came  about  from  his  Matter  ty.Hookes; 
Enlarging  much  in  Commendation  of  the  faid 
Doftor,  what  a  worthy  Man  he  was;  what  Hof- 
pitality  he  kept  •,  and  how  he  would  never  reft, 
till  he  had  brought  to  Punifliment  the  Knave  that 
had  forged  my  Hand  and  Seal  for  Orders.  They 
added,  that  after  I  difmif>'d  him,  he  linger'd  a- 
bout  in  the  Garden,  the  Hall,  and  the  great  Par- 
lour, a  long  timej  and  was  full  of  fuch  Dif- 
courfes. 

Moreover,  the  Gardener,  and  William  Hardy 
the  Groom,  and  Thomas  French^  and  one  or  two 
of  the  other  Servants,  who  remain'd  at  Brom- 
ley whilit  1  was  in  Cuftody  at  Weftntittjtir-,  did 
all  affure  me,  that  this  Man,  who  brought  firft 
the  Letter ,  and  then  the  Mefiage  from  Dr. 
Hookes,  hold  been  a  third  time  at  my  Houfewhilft 
I  was  under  Confinement.  That  it  was  upon  a 
Sunday,  which  by  Computation  prov'd  to  be 
Whit-Sunday,  May  i  $th  ^  That  they  found  him  in 
the  midft  of  the  Houfe,  before  they  knew  he1 
was  enter'd.  He  told  them,  that  palling  that 
way  he  came  to  condole  for  my  Mifhap,  and  to 
enquire  what  the  Matter  was  ^  hoping  it  was  not, 
fo  bad  as  was  reported  at  London.  They  anfwei'd,; 
they  knewnothing  of  Particulars  i  yet  doubted  not, 
but  I  was  innocent.  That  he  then  again  de- 
fired 


fired  to  fee  the  Houfe.  But  all  the  Doors  were 
lock'd,  except  the  great  Parlour,  which  has  na 
Lock  upon  it.  That  he  would  have  enticed 
them  to  Town  to  drink  with  him  :,  which  they 
refufed,  but  made  him  drink  there-,  and  he 
coming  after  Dinner,  they  perfuaded  a  Maid-Ser- 
vant to  provide  him  fome  Meat:  Which  fhe 
did,  but  unwillingly,  telling  them  fhe  did  not 
like  the  Fellow's  Looks }  that  perhaps  he  might 
come  to  Rob,  or  to  Set  the  Houfe,  now  fo  few 
Servants  were  at  Home:  That  he  rather  look'd 
(as  indeed  he  did)  like  forae  Knavifli,  broken 
Tradefman,  than  an  Honeft  Rich  Clergy-Man's 
Bailiff,  or  Steward,  (as  he  alio  call'd  himfelf  •,) 
and  it  has  proved  fince,  that  her  Conje&ure  was 
true. 

All  this,  and  more,  my  Servants  repeated  to 
me,  touching  Blackhead's  Behaviour  in  iny  Houfe, 
and  his  Difcourfe  concerning  his  Mafter  Dr. 
ffookes.  And  they  offer'd  to  depofe  it  all  upon 
Oath.  And  above  all,  the  next  Day  being  Sa- 
turday 'June  the  nth,  Mr.  Moore  coming  from 
L.ndon,  immediately  found  the  original  Letter, 
that  BUiMead  had  brought  me  from  the  pre- 
tended Doctor. 

Wherefore,  being  furnifhed  with  all  thefefrefh 
Materials,  efpedally  with  the  Letter  itfelf;  and 
being  not  a  litte  furprized  to  hear  that  the  Rogue 
had,  the  fecond  time  of  his  coming,  been  fo 
earneft  to  get  into  my  Study,  or  any  of  the 
other  Rooms;  and  that  he  had  the  Diabolical 
Malice  againft  me ,  to  come  to  my  Houfe  a 
third  time,  on  Pretence  of  condoling  my  Mif- 
fortune,  which  1  then  thought,  it  was  probable, 
had  chiefly  proceeded  from  his  malicious  Per- 
jury againft  me:  All  this  confider'd,  I  refolv'd 
to  go  to  London  on  Monday  Morning  with  thefe 
Servants,  and  to  carry  the  Letter  that  he  brought 
me  as  from  Dr.  Hookts^  to  lay  the  whole  Bufi- 
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nefs  before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee,  and 
to  defire  their  farther  Examination  of  Blackhead 
upon  thefe  Particulars. 

Accordingly  on  Monday ^  "June  the  1 3th,  I  went, 
and  attended  the  Meeting  of  the  Lords  that 
Morning  in  the  nfual  Place.  When  there  was  a 
full  Committee,  I  fent  to  them  by  a  Clerk  of 
the  Council ,  intreating  that  I  might  have  a 
fhort  Audience.  After  fome  time  I  was  intro- 
duced. There  were  prefent  (befides  moft  of  the 
Lords  before-mention'd  )  three  others  whom  I 
had  not  feen  there  fince  my  firft  Appearance 
before  them,  the  Marquifs  of  Carmarthen  Lord 
Prefident,  the  Lord  Godolphi'n,  and  Sir  John 
Lowther. 

When  I  came  into  the  Room,  and  was  juft 
going  to  propofe  the  Bufmefs  that  brought  me 
thither:  My  Lord  Nottingham  prevented  me, 
and  faid ; 

My  Lord,  do  you  know  that  Per  fen  there  ?  Point- 
ing to  a  Man,  who  flood  behind  the  Privy  Coun- 
fellors,  near  the  Door  which  leads  into  the  pub- 
lick  Room. 

Btflwp  of  R.  My  Lord,  I  do  not  know  him. 
Earl  of  N>  My  Lord,  I  pray  ohfcrve  him  well. 
JBtfiop  of  R.  Upon  my  Credit  I  never  faw  this 
Man  before  in  my  Life,   to  the  utmolt  of  my 
Knowledge. 

Then  the  Perfon  Handing  there  look'd  boldly 
upon  me,  and  faid,  Do  you  not  know  me,  my  Lord? 
Do  not  you  remember  that  I  officiated  fome  Weeks  at 
Bromley-College,  for  Mr.  Dobfon,  in  King  JamesV 
Time  ?  And  that  I  preached  in  the  Panjh  Church 
there  once  or  twice  ? 

Bifhop  of  R.  My  Lords,  I  folemnly  affirm,  I  do 
not  know  this  Man :  I  never  faw  him  before : 
I  never  knew  that  he  Officiated  in  Bromley-Col- 
lege :  I  never  heard  him  Preach  in  the  Church 
there:  He  is  a  mere  Strarger  to  me:  He  may 

have 
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have  ferv'd  for  the  Chaplain  of  that  College  in 
King  James's  Time:  But  I  was  not  then  con- 
cern'd  who  Officiated  there.  He  may  have  Preach'd 
in  the  Church,  and  1  not  have  heard  him  :  For 
about  that  time  I  was  Clerk  of  the  Clofet,  and 
was  feldom  or  never  at  Bromley  on  Sundays,  by 
reafon  of  my  Attendance  on  the  Princefs  Arm* 
of  Denmark,  either  at  Whitehall,  or  Windfor,  or 
Hampton- Court,  or  Richmond. 

The  fame  Perfon  prefently  took  me  np,  with 
infolent  Confidence,  Tou  will  know  me  better  when 
Captain  La  we  appears  :  I  warrant  you  don't  know 
Captain  La  we  neither. 

Bfiop  of  R.  My  Lords,  if  any  of  your  Lord- 
fliips  pleafe  to  ask  me  any  thing,  I  fhall  anfwer 
with  all  Refpedl.  But  I  do  not  underftand  that 
I  am  bound  to  fatisfy  this  fawcy  Fellow's  Quefti- 
ons :  Yet,  becaufe  he  has  ask'd  me  fo  famili- 
arly, touching  my  Acquaintance  with  one  Cap- 
tain Lawe,  I  aflure  you,  I  know  not  any  fuch 
Man  in  the  World  as  Captain  Lowe. 

But,  my  Lords,  by  this  Perfon's  Difcourfe  ! 
am  induced  to  believe,  he  may  be  the  Young, 
with  whom  the  other  Knave  Blackhead  pretea- 
ded,  the  laft  time,  that  I  held  a  ftrift  Correfpon- 
dence  by  his  Means. 

Earl  of  N.  This  Mans  Name  is  Young,  Robert 
Young. 

Bijljop  of  R.  Then,  my  Lords,  becaufe  my  Lord 
Prefident,  and  fome  of  the  other  Lords,  were 
not  here  then,  I  muft  beg  leave  of  thofe  that 
were,  that  I  may  repeat  what  I  then  remembred 
concerning  one  Robert  Young.  Whereupon  I  re- 
collected the  Subftance  of  what  I  had  fa  id  of  a 
Letter  I  had  received  fome  Years  fince,  dated 
at  Newgate,  from  one  of  the  fame  Name,  who 
pretended  himfelf  to  be  a  Clergy-Man. 
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'  I  added,  it  Teems,  my  Lords,  by  his  own 
feflion,  this  is  the  very  fame  Towg.  But  as  I 
never  faw  him  before  he  was  in  Newgate,  fo  I 
declare,  upon  the  Faith  of  a  Ghriftian,  I  never 
faw,  or  heard  from  him  fince  that  Letter  :  How- 
ever, I  am  very  glad  you  have  him  now  :  I  make 
no  doubt  but  he  will  be  found  in  the  End  fuch 
another  Villain  as  Blackhead  was  proved  to  be  on 
Friday  laft. 

Bat,  my  Lords,  faid  I,  the  Bufinefs  that  brought 
me  to  wait  on  you  now,  is  to  intreat  you  to  take 
that  fame  Blackhead  into  farther  Examination,  and 
enquire  a  little  more  into  his  Part  in  this  wicked 
Contrivance,  whatever  it  is. 

My  Lords,  fince  I  went  to  Bromley  my  Servant 
Mr.  Moore  has  had  the  good  Fortune  to  retrieve 
the  very  original  Letter  that  Blackhead  brought 
me  from  his  counterfeit  Matter  Dr.  H  okes.  Then 
I  delivered  the  Letter  at  the  Table,  and  my  Lord 
Nottingham  read  it  aloud.  And  to  (hew  with 
what  a  treacherous  Infinuation,  and  Plaufibility 
of  Style  it  was  written  to  draw  from  me  an  An- 
fwer  under  my  own  Hand,  I  here  fet  down  the 
very  Letter  itfelf  Word  for  Word. 


My  Lord, 

Eing  deftitute  of  a  Curate^  one  Mr.  Curtis  came 
to  me^  who  pr  educed  Letters  dimffory  (bearing 
Date  March  i$th,  —  91.)  and  likewife  Letters  of 
Orders  under  your  Hand  and  Epifcopal  Seal.  Now^ 
my  Lord^  willing  1  am  to  employ  any  that  your  Lord" 
Jhip  fliall  recommend^  and  give  him  all  the  Encou- 
ragement imaginable;  but  being  fince,  by  his  orvtt, 
Words^  fufpicions  that  his  Instruments  are  forged^  I 
have  therefore  on  purpofe  fent  my  Man  to  know  the 
Truth  thereof^  and  in  order  thsreunto,  1  humbly  btg 
your  Lordjhip  to  give  an  Account  in  yours  by  this 
^  promising,  for  the  Church  of  England'.*  Cre- 
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/&>,  arid  lilt  wife  your  Lordfolfs  Honour,  that  if  hit; 
an  Impojior  I  will  fee  him  brought  to  ccndign  Pin- ft* 
ment  for  p;ch  hts  Forgery  :  But  if  he  be  not^  I  leg 
your  Lordfliip's  Pardm  for  this  Trouble,  ccca- 
jion'd  by  my  candid  Affeftlon  for  your  Lordjbip,  and 
all  Clergymen^  being  not  willing  to  have  them  tmfofed 
upon. 

I  am  your  Lordftip's 

molt  Obedient  Servant, 


Robert  Hookes,  D.  D. 

Windgrave, 
Apr.  6. -9  2. 

Now,  my  Lords,  proceeded  I,  I  thought  it 
would  be  for  your  Service  to  acquaint  you,  that 
I  have  received  from  divers  of  my  Servants,  a 
farther  Account  of  all  Blackhead's  Demeanor, 
the  firft,  fecond,  and  third  Time  he  was  at  my 
Houfe  at  Bromley ;  for  he  was  there  a  third 
Time  alfb,  which  I  knew  not  of,  before  I  wenc 
home  on  Friday. 

Then  I  fumm'd  up  what,  it  has  been  faid  be- 
fore, my  Servants  were  ready  to  depofeto  that 
purpofe^  concluding  thus,  My  Lords,  my  Ser- 
vants are  attending  without  ^  I  pray  that  Black' 
head  may  be  brought  before  them  Face  to  Face, 
and  that  they  may  be  admitted  to  give  in  upon 
Oath,  what  they  have  to  fay  concerning  him. 

Upon  this,  feveral  of  the  Lords  faid,  fend  for 
Blackhead ;  and  he  was  fent  for. 

But  before  he  came,  they  cail'd  in  Mrs.  Towigi 
the  Wife,  it  feems,  of  the  aforefaid  Robert  Young  \ 
but  what  a  kind  of  Wife,  and  which  of  the  two 
Wives  he  had  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  will 
appear  in  what  follows. 

F  When, 
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V  When  fhe  was  come  in,  my  Lord  Nottingham 
laid  to  her,  Alary  Young,  Whence  received  you  this 
Paper?  Taking  up  a  Paper  that  lay  upon  the 
Table. 

Mary  Young.  /  had  it  from  Captain  Lawe. 

Earl  of  N.  What  did  he  fay,  when  he  gave  it 
you? 

Mrs,  Young.  He  bid  me  deliver  it  to  my  Huf- 
band. 

Earl  of  N.  Wh.it  did  he  fay  it  was  ? 

Mrs.  Young.  He  faid  it  was  a  Sociate,  or  feme 
fuch  Word. 

Earl  of  N'  What !  Did  he  deliver  you  a  Paper 
of  this  Treasonable  Nature,  in  the  manner  as  it  ;/, 
to  be  given  to  your  Husband,  without  fealing  it  up, 
or  inclojtntr  it  in  another  Paper. 

Mrs.  Young.  Tes,  my  Lord,  he  did. 

Earl  of  N.  Did  he  tell  you  any  of  the  Names 
to  it. 

Mrs.  Young.  Tes  5  He  faid,  there  were  the 
late  j4rcbbijl)op  of  Canterbury'/,  the  Bijhop  of 
RochefterV,  and  fame  other  Lords  Names  to  it. 

Earl  of  N.  What  pafs'd  afterwards  between  you 
about  it  t 

Mrs.  Young.  /  gave  it  my  Husband,  and  when 
Captain  Lawe  came  for  it  again^  my  Husband  faid, 
No,  Thefe  Lords,  whofe  Names  are  fubfcribed,  have 
not  been  fo  liberal  in  their  Relief  of  my  Wants  as 
formerly ',  and  therefore  I  will  make  another  Vft 
of  this  Paper :  And,  fo  locked  it  up. 

By  this  time  Blackhead  was  brought  in,  and 
the  Woman  order'd  to  withdraw,  and  to  be  kept 
by  herfelf. 

Earl  of  N.  Blackhead,  'The  laft  Time  you  con- 
feffed  you  brought  the  Bifwp  of  Rochefter  a.  Letter 
from  Robert  Young,  -under  the  falfe  Name  of 
Dottor  Hookes. 

Blackhead,  res.  I  did, 

Earl 
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Earl  of  N.  Can  you  know  th.it  Letter  when  you 
fee  ,t  ? 

Blackhead.  I  cannot  telly  I  doubt  I  cannot  know 
it. 

Earl  of  AT.  Here  it  is;  (and  it  was  given  into 
his  Hand;)  Is  that  the  fame  Letter  your  delivered 
the  FijJjop  / 

Blackhead.  I  am  not  fare  it  is. 

Earl  of  N.  Consider  !t  well;  look  on  the  Superfcrip- 
you  cannot  but  remember  that.  TOU  began  to 
bt  fovewhat  Ingenuous  I  aft  Friday  }  //  you  relapfe^ 
it  wiU  fare  the  worfe  w'th  y  u. 

Bhckhead.  Yes,  this  may  be  the  Letter  \  this  is 
the  very  fame  Letter. 

Earl  of  N.  And  you  received  an  Avfaer  to  this 
from  the  Btfiop  for  Dottor  Hookes,  which  yon  car- 
ried to  Robert  Young? 

Blackhead.  TV/,  /  d  d,  I  own  it. 

Earl  of  N.  But  what  made  you,  when  you  wtre 
at  Bromley  the  fecond  Time,  fo  earneftly  to  defire 
of  the  Bijliotfs  Butler^  and  his  other  Servants,  that 
you  mi^ht  fee  the  Rooms  in  the  Houfe^  efpscially  his 
Study  ? 

Blackhead.  No,  I  do  not  remember  that  I  de- 
fired  to  fee  the  Study  :  The  Houfe  I  might  out  ofCu~ 
•iofity. 

Eirl  of  N.  Bvt  here  a  e  fome  of  the  Bijbofs  Ser- 
vants without^  who  are  ready  to  frrear^  that  you 
frefs'd  very  often  to  get  a  Sight  of  his  Study  -,  fay.ng^ 
you  had  the  Freedom  at  your  Afxfter  Hookes  to 
«y  ^tr.t^ger  his  Books,  and  you  doubted  n-.t  but 
the  Butler  ccvld  do  the  fame  the>e. 

Blackhead.  1 cannot  deny  that  I d.d  defire  to  fee 
the  Btfiop's  Stkdy  •'  The  other  Rooms  I  am  fure  I 

Eirl  of  JY.  What    Rcafon  had  you  to  be  fo  im- 
portunate  to  fee  that^    or  any  of   the  other  Rooms  ? 
you    Any  Pater  about  you^    that  you  defi'n  d 
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10    drop ,    or    leave    in  any    Part    of   th 
Houfe  ? 

Here  Blackhead  flopp'd,  as  very  loth  to  out 
with  it;  till  divers  of  the  Lords  urged  him  to 
tell  the  Truth.  At  laft  he  went  on,  though  with 
much  Hefitancy. 

Blackhead.  Yes,  I  mufl  confefs  I  had  a  Paper  in 
my  Pocket,  which  1  defigrfd  to  put  fame-where  in  the 
Houfe. 

Earl  of  N.  What  did  you  with  it  ? 

Blackhead.  /  did  leave  it  tn  the  Parlour  next  the 
Kitchen. 

Earl  of  N.  In  what  Part  cf  the  Parlour  • 

Blackhead.  In  the  Flower-Pot  in  the  Chimney. 

Good  Lord  blefs  me,  cry'd  I.     I  ferioufly  pro- 
teft,   I  never  heard  that  any  Paper  was  found  \ 
there  by  my  Servants.    To  be  fure  they  would' 
have  brought  it  me. 

Earl  of  N.  But,  my  Lord^  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  fend  prefently  to  Bromley,  to  fee  whether 
there  be  any  Paper  ft  ill,  and  what  it  is. 

BiJhopofR.  My  Lord,  1  will  fend  ope  away 
immediately.  Only  my  Servants  are  without,* 
expecting  to  be  fworn.  Be  pieafed  firfl  to  call.] 
them  in,  and  difpatch  them. 

Earl  of  N.  Nay,  my  Lcrd^  there  is  no  need  of 
their  Teftimony  now-  For  this  Fellow  has  faid  al-\ 
ready  more  than  they  know-  He  has  confefs^d^  not 
only  that  he  defied  to  fee  yovr  Houfe,  and  part icu^ 
larly  your  Study,  but  that  he  did  it  with  Intention 
to  leave  a  Paper  fomewhere  in  it }  and  that  he  did 
leave  one  in  your  Parlour,  and  in  the  Flower-Pot  of 
the  Chimney. 

Sijhop  of  R.  Then,  my  Lord,  I  will  fend  away 
forthwith. 

Earl  of  JY.  S/vry,  fny  Lord,  let  us  fir  ft  examine 
him  a  little  farther.  Blackhead,  What  Paper  w4$ 
it  you  left  in  the  Eijhofs  Chimney  in  the  Flower* 
Pot? 

Black? 
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Blackhead.  It  was  the  ^jfoci 

Earl  cf  N.  Was  it  this  Paper  here?  Shewing  the 
Aflbuation  that  lay  upon  the  Table. 

Blackhead.  Tes,  it  IP.?/. 

Earl  of  N.  How  came  you  by  it  ?  And  who  adri- 
ft d  you  to  lodge  it  there  f 

Blackhead.  /  had  it  from  Air.  Young,  and  he 
advifid  me  to  leave  it  in  the  Bifiwfs  Houfe  ^  as  / 
did. 

Earl  of  N-  Did  Young  direct  you  to  pht  it  into 
the  FloTrer-  Pot  in  the  Parlour  ? 

Blackhead.  TV/,  he  did,  and  I  put  it  there  ac- 
cordingly in  the  Flower- Pot. 

Earl  of  N.  But  were  not  you  a  third  time  at 
the  Bificp's  Houfe  ?  It  was  -upon  a  Sunday, 
which  it  feetns  WAS  Whit-Sunday. 

Blackhead.  1  was. 

Earl  of  A^  Ton  pretended  to  condole  for  the  Bi- 
Jhop's  Impnfonment  :  ft  is  manifeft  that  could  not 
be  your  Bv fine  ft.  What  was  it  * 

Blackhead.  /  was  de/ired  by  Mr.  Young,  feeing 
the  Affoc  ation  was  not  found  by  thofe  who  appre- 
hended tie  Bifapi  to  go  to  Bromley,  and  try  t« 
recover  <>,  that  being  the  Original.  I  did  fo,  I  came 
into  the  Houfe  before  Any  of  the  Servants  were  aware , 
J  went  into  the  Parlour  vnfecn,  and  took  the  Paper 
out  of  the  fame  Place  where  I  h*d  put  iV,  and  de- 
liver"d  it  again  to  Mr.  Young. 

Bifi.pofR.  My  Lords,  1  am  very  much  furpri- 
2ed  at  this.  1  cannot  bat  admire  the  wonder- 
ful Goodnefs  of  GOD,  in  this  my  extraordinary 
Deliverance.  It  appears  by  what  this  Fellow 
confeffes,  that  this  Forged  AiTodation  was  in 
my  Houfe,  in  a  Flower-Pot,  for  many  Days  to- 
gether :  And  that  it  was  there  at  the  very  time 
I  was  feized  on  by  your  Lord  (hip's  Order.  For 
he  fays  he  put  it  there  the  fecond  time  he  was 
at  Bromley,  which  was  a  pretty  while  before  I 
¥?as  in  Hold :  And  took  ic  not  out  till  the  third 

time. 
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tinV,which  was  upon  Whit-Sunday,  the  Ninth  Day 
after  I  was  under  Confinement.  And  by  a 
ftrange  and  marvelous  Providence,  that  Par- 
lour where  he  fays  it  lay  fo  long  in  the  Chim- 
ney, was  never  fearch'd  or  enquired  after  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  or  the  Meflenger. 

The  other  Part  of  the  Houfe  on  the  Left 
Hand  of  the  Hall,  where  my  Study  is,  and  Bed- 
Chamber  above  Stairs,  and  a  Parlour  and  Draw- 
ing-Room  below  ;  all  thefe  they  fearch'd  very 
accurately.  Particularly,  I  well  remember  the 
Meflenger  thruft  his  Hand  into  the  Flower- 
Pots  in  every  Chimney :  Which  feem'd  very 
odd  to  me  then  :  But  I  now  underftand  the 
Meaning  of  it. 

At  this,  my  Lord  Sydney  $Wj  Lord  Nottingham  ^J 
Lord  Devonjhire^and  fome  others  of  the  Council, 
affirm'd,  That  they  perfectly  remember'd,  both 
Blackhead,  and  Young,  did  efpecially  direct  them 
to  give  Orders  to  thofe  who  fhonid  be  fent  to 
take  me,  to  fearch  all  the  Flower- Pots. 

By  this  time  it  was  thought  feafonable  by 
the  Lords  to  confront  Blackhead  with  Tow*. 

But  in  the  mean  while,  the  Counterfeit  Aiibci- 
ation  being  handed  about  the  Table,was  at  length 
deliver'd  to  me.  It  was  to  this  purpofe,  as  much 
of  it  as,  by  a  tranfient  View,  I  could  carry 
away  in  my  Memory. 

THat  We  who/e  Names  were  fulfcribed  fiould 
folemnly  promife  in  the  Pre fence  of  God,  to  con- 
tribute our  utmift  *4ffiftance  towards  King  James'* 
Recovery  of  his  Kingdoms.  That  to  this  End,  We 
Would  hav*  ready  to  meet  Him  at  his  Landing^ 
Thirty  Thonfand  Men  well  a  rnd.  That  we  wotld 
Jeiz.e  upon  the  Per  fan  of  the  Prince fs  of  Orange, 
dead  or  alive  }  and  take  Care  that  fomeflron  g  Garri- 
foft  fliould  he  forthwith  delivered  into  His  Hands  : 

And 
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And  furnifli  htm  with  a  considerable  Svnt  of 
for  the  Support  of  His  Army  \  or  to  this  Senfe. 

March  20, — 91. 

And  the  forged  Subfcriptions  were,  as  I  re- 
member, after  this  manner : 

W.  Cant. 

Maryborough.       Salisbury.  Tho.  Rcjfen. 

Cornbury. 
Bafil  Fireirace.  Jckn  Wile 0x9. 

Now,  upon  the  firft  Sight  of  this  Paper,  I  pre- 
fently  faid,  I  proteft,  my  Lords,  I  am  very 
much  amazed  to  fee  my  Hand  fo  well  counter- 
feited. All  the  Difference  is,  they  have  done  me 
the  Favour  to  write  it  finer  than  lean.  Other, 
wife  I  acknowledge  it  is  fo  like,  that  I  verily 
believe,  I  myfelf,  had  I  feen  it  in  another  Place, 
fhould  have  been  apt  to  doubt  whether  it  were  of 
my  writing  or  no.  I  am  confident  it  might,  up- 
on the  firft  Blufh,  deceive  the  belt  Friends  I 
have. 

But,  my  Lords,  here  is  another  innocent 
Perfon's  Name,  whofe  Hand  I  know  very  well. 
And  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  it  is  even  better 
forged  than  mine.  I  mean  Archbifhop's  San- 
er of  is. 

Lord  Godolph'.n.  My  Lords,  I  am  very  -well  ac- 
quainted with  Archb.jliop  Bancroft'*  Hand.  And 
really  it  is  here  moft  exattly  counterfeited. 

Moreover,  my  Lord  Godolphin,  my  Lord  Syd~ 
ney,  and  others  faid,  that  the  Earl  of  Marlebo- 
rough's  Hand  had  been  fo  well  feigned  in  a  Let- 
ter pretended  to  be  written  to  Young  himfelf, 

that 
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tVat  it  was  very  difficult  for  his  moft  intimate 
Friends  to  obferve  any  Diftin&ion.  And  ia  that 
Letter  the  Bilhop  of  Rochefter  was  faid  to  have 
the  Paper  in  his  keeping,  which  appears  now 
to  have  been  meant  ofthefalfe  Afibciation's  being 
in  my  Cuftody. 

Nay,  my  Lord  Sydney  affured  me,  thefe  very 
Impoftors  had  brought  him  a  Letter,  fuppofed 
alfo  to  be  written  by  me  to  Toung,  which  being 
but  of  ordinary  Matters,  he  thought  not  worth 
the  keeping,  but  he  well  remember'd  the  Sub- 
fcription  of  my  Name  was  very  like  this  in  the 
Aflbciation,  as  well  indeed  it  might. 

By  this  time  "Young  being  come  into  the  Room, 
my  Lord  Nottingham  fpoke  to  him. 

Young.  Look  upon  that  Letter ,  (mewing  him  his 
own  tome,  under  the  Name  of  Do&or  Hookes) 
Do  you  knjw  that  Hand  ? 

Young.  No,  /  dont  know  it. 
Earl  of  .ZV.  Did  not  you  fend  that  Letter  to  the 
Sijhop  of  Rochefter  by  Blackhead  ? 

Young.  No,  /  know  no  Hookes.  /  never  writ 
to  the  Bifiop  of  Rochefter,  but  in  my  own  Name 
•with  my  own  H.nd. 

Earl  of  N.  What  fay  you.  Blackhead  ? 
Blackhead.  /  did   receive  that  very  Letter  from 
Mr.  Young'/  own  Hand,  and  deliver  d  it  to  the  Bi- 
jhop  o/Rochefter  with  mine. 

Earl  of  N.  (Taking  up  the  Afibciation,  and 
fhewing  it  to  Young)  Did  not  you  give  this  Paper 
to  Blackhead,  and  order  him  to  put  it  into  a  Chim- 
ney in  the  Bifiop  of  Rochefter'j  Houfe^  and  into  a 
Flower-Pot,  if  there  were  any  ? 

Young.  No,  I  never  de fired  him  to  carry  it  thi- 
ther, or  to  put  it  into  a  Flower-Pot. 

Earl  of  N.  What  fay  you,  Blackhead  ? 
Blackhead.  Mr.  Young  did  give  me  that  Paper, 
And  diretted  me  to  leave  it   in  the  Bijhofs  Houfe  ^ 

and. 


and,  if  I  could,  to  put  it  in  a  Flowcr-Pot  in  fonii 
Room  ',   which  I  did  in  the  Parlour. 

Young.  Tha-e  is  nd  fuch  matter,  J  tbfoiutelj 
deny  it. 

Upon  this,  the  Earl  of  Nottingham,  the  Lord 
Sydney,  and  fome  others  of  the  Counfellors,  ask'd 
Toung,  Why  then  did  you  give  us  fuch  exprej's  Di- 
rections, to  find)  And  fearch  the  Flower- Pots  ^  amon£ 
other  Places ,  in  the  Bifoof's  Houfe  ? 

Young.  /  faid  nothing  of  Flower-Pots.  I  bid 
you  take  cure  that  the  Bijnop's  Perfon  fiould  be  ex- 
Attly  fearctfd  ;  becaufe,  when  he  went  abroad,  he 
carried  the  j) floe  i  at  ion  about  him  ;  when  he  was  at 
kome,  he  put  it  in  fame  private  place,  for  fear  of 
Svrpriz.c  :  Perhaps  I  might  fay  in  the  Chimney. 

The  Lords  replyed,  Nay,  we  all  well  rememberi 
you  particularly  mentioned  the  Flower 'Pots. 

Earl  of  .ZV.     Young,    when   you  perceived    that 
the  Perfons  fent    to  feiz.e  on  the  Bijhop  had  miffed 
the   ^ffociation^  did  not  you  then  defire  Blackhead 
to   go  a  third   time  to    the  Bijhop's  Houfe,  and   to 
take  it  out  of  the  Pot,  where  he  had  laid  it  ? 
Young.  No,  I  knew  nothing  of  it. 
Earl  of  N.  What  fay  you,  Blackhead? 
Blackhead.  At  Mr.  Young'*  requeft,  I  went  to 
the  Sijhop's  Houfe  a    third    time  •    it  was    vpon  a 
Sunday ',     I  privately  got   into   the  Parlour,    And 
took    the  jjjfociation    out    of  the  fame    Flower-Pot 
inhere  I  had  laid  ;>,   and  returned    it  back  to  Mr. 
Young. 

Young.  This  is  a  Combination  between  the  Bifiiof 
bf  Rochefter  and  Blackhead,  to  baffle  the  whole  Dif- 
tovcry  of  the  Plot. 

Which  Saying  of  rating's  could  not  but  raifc 
a  general  Smile  among  all  the  Company,  they 
lifting  up  their  Hands  with  great  Indignation 
at  his  Unparallel'd  Impudence. 
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Bifiop  of  R.  I  thought,  my  Lords,  the  la  ft 
Time  I  was  here,  Blackhead  was  the  moft  brazen- 
Faced  Fellow  that  ever  I  faw *,  bqt  now  I  find 
this  fame  Tourtg  to  be  a  much  viler  Mifcreant 
than  he.  This  is  fo  bafe  a  Suggeftion  againfl 
me,  and  fo  impoflible  for  me'  to  be  guilty  of, 
and  I  know  your  Lordfhips  fo  little  fufped  it 
of  me,  that  I  rjeed  not  make  any  Anfwer  to  it 
in  my  Defence. 

Lord  Prefident.  Young,  Thou  art  the  ftrangeft 
Creature  that  ever  I  heard  of '•  Do  ft  thou  think  we 
could  imagine,  that  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter  -would 
combine  with  this  thy  Confederate,  to  have  an  Aflb- 
ciation  written.  With  his  own  Hand  to  it,  and  then 
laid  it  in  his  own  Houfe,  in  a  Flower- Pot  there  ? 
Which,  if  it  had  been  found,  muft  have  endangered 
his  Life :  And  we  fee  it  was  the  moft  remarkable 
good  fortune  to  him  that  almoft  ever  hapned  to  any 
'^fan,  that  it  was  not  found  there. 

But  Young  flill  perfifting  that  he  believed  I 
had  taken  Blackhead  off,  they  were  both  order'd 
to  withdraw.  And  I  aflure  my  Reader,  that, 
during  this  whole  Examination,  tho'  Young's 
Forgery  was  fo  evidently  convicted  by  the  Con- 
feffion  of  his  own  Companion,  and  Inftrument, 
yet  he  behaved  himfelf  with  a  daring  uncon- 
cerned Confidence,  with  a  bold  and  erecl  Coun- 
tenance, though  it  had  naturally  very  much  of 
a  Villain  in  it.  His  whole  Carriage  indeed  was 
fuch,  as  became  the  Difcipline  he  has  undergone 
forthefe  divers  Years;  having  fo  long  been  al- 
molt  a  confta.nt  Inhabitant,  together  with  his 
Wife,  of  many  of  the  common  Gaols  in  England 
and  Ireland. 

But  to  make  hafle  to  the  Conclufioq  of  this 
Narration,  the  Lord  Prefident  called  for  the  Let- 
ter which  7«»»g-had  fent  to  me  under  the  Name 
ofHookes.  When  his  Lordfhip  had  view'd  it  de- 
liberately, he  ask'd  alfo  for  the  Affociation,  and 
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having  compared  them  for  fome  considerable  time, 
he  broke  forth  in  thefe  Words;  Re ally,  my  Lords , 
it  is  4  very  great  Providence,  that  this  Letter  feat 
by  Young,  /W<?r  the  Name  0;  Kookes,  to  the  Bifiop 
0/Rochefter,  was  preferred  by  his  Servant :  For  this 
very  Letter,  and  the  ^Jfociation,  were  both  apparently 
nrittenby  the  fame  Hand :  Ton  may  perceive  there  is  no 
manner  of  Difference  in  the  writing,  hut  only  that 
the  Letter  is  written  in  a  lefs  Hand,  as  Letters  are 
woKt  to  be,  and  the  Affbciation  in  a  greater  as  a 
fublick  Inftrument. 

At  this  the  whole  Board,  one  after  another, 
had  a  perfect  bight  of  both,  and  all  applauded 
the  Happinefs  of  the  Difcovery  :  For  it  was  as 
clear  as  Light  to  all  that  were  prefent,  that 
the  Letters,  and  Words,  of  both,  were  of  the 
very  fame  Form  and  Figure. 

Particularly,  my  Lord  Gcdolphin  farther  ob- 
ferved,  and  made  it  plain  to  them  all,  that  the  W 
in  W.  Cant,  in  the  Subfcription  was  the  very  fame 
Letter  with  the  W  in  Whereas,  which  was  the  firfl 
Word  of  the  counterfeit  Affodatlon. 

For  my  part,  I  could  not  forbear  exclaiming, 
(jreat  is  Truth^  and  it  will  prevail. 

After  all  this,  I  asking  the  Lords,  whether 
they  had  any  farther  Service  to  command  me? 
And  they  faying  No,  I  fpoke  thefe  few  Words. 

My  Lords,  I  muft  always  acknowledge,  That, 
next  the  Signal  Providence  of  God,  in  fo  vifibly 
protecting  an  innocent  Man,  your  Lordmips 
fair  and  honourable  Way  of  Proceeding  with 
me,  in  not  fhutting  me  up  clofe  in  the  Tower 
immediately  upon  my  firft  Accufation;  but  in 
openly  confronting  me  with  thefe  Varlets, 
whilft  the  Matter  was  frefh  in  my  Memory  ; 
and  in  fo  Itriclly  and  impartially  examining  them 
now,  has  been  the  Principal  Occafion,  that  my 
Innocency  has  met  with  a  Vindication  as  pub- 
lick  and  unqueftionable,  as  I  myfelf  could  have 
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wifhed  and  prayed  for.  But  ftill,  my  good  Lords, 
I  do  again  moft  humbly  recommend  to  your 
Lordfhips,  the  Profecution  of  this  Black  Contrlj- 
vance  to  the  Bottom,  for  the  Sake  of  Truth  and 
Juftice,  and  for  the  Safety  of  every  honeft  Man, 
whofe  Lot  this  might  have  been  as  well  as  mine. 
I  am  fure,  your  Lordfhips  all  believe,  that  there 
can  be  no  greater  Service  to  the  Government, 
efpecially  at  this  time,  than  to  have  fuch  Per- 
jured Informers,  fo  plainly  difcovered,  to  be" 
Severely  punifh'd  according  to  their  Demerits. 

And  fo  I  took  my  leave  of  their  Lor/hips. 

This  is  the  Subitance  of  what  I  can  remember, 
as  far  as  my  Part  goes  in  this  Surprizing  Adven- 
ture. 


Augi  i.  1692, 
Bromley. 


Tho.  Roffen* 
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